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The  Power 
of  Testimony 


by  Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen 
of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 


Conversion  is  the  ultimate  goal 
of  all  teaching  in  the  Church. 

Unless  this  is  our  objective,  we 
fail  in  our  purpose  as  teachers  and 
class  leaders;  and  if  we  as  individ- 
ual teachers  fail,  the  entire  organi- 
zation fails  also  insofar  as  our  par- 
ticular assignment  is  concerned. 

Our  classrooms  and  pulpits  are 
not  for  "public  forum"  purposes, 
nor  are  they  places  of  debate. 
They  may  not  be  used  either  as 
"sounding  boards"  for  private 
ideas,  interpretations,  and  notions 
which  may  be  held  by  the  teacher. 

Our  classrooms  and  pulpits  are 
gospel  learning  centers.  They  are 
facilities     through    which    hearts 
may  be  touched  and  souls  converted  to  the  gospel 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Paul's  words  to  the  Romans  should  ever  ring  in 
our  minds: 

.  .  .  Whosoever  shall  call  upon  the  name  of  the 
Lord  shall  be  saved. 

How  then  shall  they  call  on  him  in  whom  they 
have  not  believed?  and  how  shall  they  believe  in 
him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard?  and  how  shall 
they  hear  without  a  preacher?  And  how  shall  they 
preach,  except  they  be  sent?  .  .  .  (Romans  10:13-15.) 

Every  person  attending  our  classes  is  in  need  of 
teaching  and  further  conversion.  The  gospel  is  so 
wide  in  its  implications  and  apphcations  and  offers 
so  much  in  knowledge  that  no  mortal  yet  has  learned 
everything  about  it.   Hence,  all  need  to  be  taught. 
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Persons  coming  to  our  classes 
often  do  so  "hungering  and  thirst- 
ing" after  the  tender  seeds  of  right- 
eousness which  may  be  found  in  a 
well-conducted  lesson.  The  teacher 
in  the  class  has  the  responsibility 
of  filling  that  need  through  prop- 
erly presented  material,  which  is 
orthodox  and  true,  and  free  from 
speculations  of  all  kinds- 
Good  teaching  will  include  the 
use  of  visual  aids  when  appro- 
priate, as  well  as  the  spoken  word. 
Reference  to  the  scriptures  is  vital 
in  every  lesson.  Our  teachings  must 
bear  the  mark  of  authenticity,  and 
when  we  use  the  scriptures  gener- 
ously in  our  religious  instruction, 
they  provide  that  quality. 

But  there  is  still  another  factor  required  in  bring- 
ing about  the  conversions  which  we  seek  among  our 
class  members.  That  is  TESTIMONY. 

When  new  converts  are  asked  what  impressed 
them  most  in  their  introduction  to  the  Church,  near- 
ly always  they  say:  The  earnest  and  sincere  testi- 
mony of  the  missionary. 

As  class  instructors  we  are  missionaries,  and  if 
we  expect  to  convert  our  class  members  to  the  doc- 
trines we  teach,  we  must  use  the  power  of  testimony 
just  as  do  the  missionaries  in  the  field. 
"Teach  —  Testify  —  Baptize!" 
This  is  the  route  the  missionaries  take.  This  must 
be  our  method  also,  as  we  preside  in  the  classroom. 
Much   is   said   these   days   about   "eye-to-eye" 
teaching.  It  is  highly  effective.  But  even  this  method 
(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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THE  POWER   OF  TESTIMONY     (Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 


is  far  from  complete  unless  there  is  "eye-to-eye" 
testimony  also,  coming  to  the  class  members  from  a 
dedicated  teacher. 

As  the  lesson  is  presented  effectively  and  con- 
vincingly, what  can  compare  with  the  capstone  of 
testimony,  wherein  the  teacher  declares  in  all  sin- 
cerity: "And  I  bear  testimony  to  you  that  I  know 
this  is  true." 

This  method  converts  the  nonmembers  in  the 
world.  It  will  be  equally  effective  in  converting  and 
re-converting  those  who  come  to  our  classes. 

A  special  influence  accompanies   sincere   testi- 


mony. The  Lord  pours  out  his  Spirit  in  great  power 
through  it.  Whether  we  bear  testimony  as  mission- 
aries abroad  in  the  world,  to  our  families  in  the  home 
circles,  or  to  our  class  members  in  Sunday  School, 
that  power  will  be  with  us.  But  without  testimony, 
can  our  teachings  really  ring  true? 

If  a  testimony  burns  within  our  own  bosoms,  and 
if  we  bear  it  fearlessly  and  courageously,  the  proper 
impression  will  be  made.  Conversion  will  foUow,  and 
with  it  salvation  will  come  to  all  who  obey. 

This  is  our  testimony! 
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KEEPING 
A  PROMISE 

by  General  Superintendent  David  Lawrence  McKay 

On  a  warm  summer  day  the  boy  David  0.  McKay 
was  helping  his  father  David  McKay  take  the  hay 
from  the  field.  The  team  was  hitched  to  the  hayrack, 
which  he  drove  between  the  haycocks  as  his  father 
pitched  them  onto  the  wagon.  They  started  at  the 
bottom  of  the  field  and  worked  systematically,  clear- 
ing it  as  they  went.  This  was  at  a  time  when  tithing 
was  paid  in  the  products  of  the  farm  rather  than  in 
money,  so  after  nine  loads  had  been  hauled  off, 
David  O.  understood  that  the  next  one  would  be  the 
tithing  load.  The  lower  part  of  the  field  where  they 
were  working  was  a  little  marshy,  and  the  hay  grow- 
ing there  was  inferior  to  the  excellent  redtop  and 
timothy  growing  at  the  upper  end. 

"Drive  to  the  upper  end  for  that  tithing  load," 
his  father  said  to  David.  "The  hay  is  better."  David 
protested  that  they  were  already  working  in  the 
lower  field,  and  the  tithing  load  should  come  in  its 
turn  and  be  the  same  as  the  others.  "No,"  said  his 
father,  "take  the  best  for  the  Lord's  share." 

So  they  took  the  tenth  load  from  the  best  hay  of 
the  field. 

This  incident  is  more  than  an  example  of  how 
tithing  should  be  paid.  It  shows  that  early  in  life 
David  O.  McKay's  father  impressed  on  him  the  im- 
portance of  going  the  extra  mile  in  meeting  one's 
obligations.  Both  father  and  son  understood  that 
tithing  is  not  a  gift,  but  a  payment  of  something  due 
— something  already  promised  to  the  Lord.  David 
learned  that  day  that  the  promise  was  to  be  kept 


For  Course  6,  lesson  6  (October  18),  "A  Promise  Fulfilled";  for 
Course  7,  lesson  52  (August  30),  "Teachings  from  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants";  for  Course  9,  lesson  48  (August  23),  "What  It  Means  to 
Be  a  Latter-day  Saint";  for  Course  10,  lesson  5  (October  4),  "The 
Godhead — Learning  through  Our  Experiences";  to  support  family 
home  evening  lesson  44;  and  of  general  interest. 
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cheerfully  and  abundantly.   It  was  to  be  more  than 
literal  fulfillment. 

The  importance  of  keeping  one's  obligations  to 
the  fullest  extent  was  one  of  President  McKay's 
guiding  principles  all  through  his  life.  "Devotion  to 
duty"  was  a  frequent  theme  of  his  sermons.  Duty  to 
him  was  a  way  of  keeping  promises  he  had  made  to 
his  Heavenly  Father  and  to  himself.  If  he  felt  he 
had  a  duty  to  act,  he  disregarded  fatigue  and  put 
aside  any  pleasure  or  other  attraction  that  inter- 
fered with  the  carrying  out  of  what  he  considered 
his  obligations.  He  had  no  patience  with  those  people 
who  avoided  the  spirit  of  their  contracts  by  insisting 
on  the  letter  of  poorly  worded  documents. 

An  appointment  with  him  was  a  promise  to  be 
kept,  and  he  expected  others  to  have  the  same  feel- 
ings. I  was  with  him  constantly  for  several  weeks 
while  he  toured  the  European  missions.  It  did  not 
take  long  to  learn  that  when  he  made  an  appoint- 
ment for  8:30,  he  did  not  mean  8:31. 

President  McKay  was  particularly  concerned  that 
promises  made  to  children  must  be  kept,  unimpor- 
tant as  they  might  seem  to  the  adults  making  them. 
One  day  he  agreed  with  a  teacher  of  a  Sunday  School 
class  to  shake  hands  with  the  members  of  that  class 
in  his  office  at  a  prearranged  time.  A  sudden  illness 
took  him  to  the  hospital  on  the  appointed  day,  and 
the  class  members  were  disappointed.  The  first  Sun- 
day after  his  release  he  astounded  an  open-mouthed 
Sunday  School  superintendent  by  walking  into  the 
Sunday  School  to  keep  his  promise. 

In  London  a  little  girl  passed  through  the  crowd 
and  asked  whether  he  would  give  her  his  autograph. 
He  nodded,  but  the  girl  was  pushed  aside  by  adults 
who  wanted  to  shake  his  hand.  President  McKay  in- 
sisted that  this  girl  be  found.  The  search  took  hours, 
but  was  successful.  President  McKay  had  kept  his 
promise. 

We  were  entertaining  President  McKay  at  din- 
ner at  our  home  one  day.  One  of  my  brothers,  Llew- 
elyn, was  also  a  guest.  He  found  he  was  going  to  be 
late  for  an  appointment  with  an  immigrant  sister, 
but  he  knew  she  would  wait  for  him.  He  considered 
the  dinner  with  his  father  more  important.  When 
President  McKay  heard  of  this,  Llewelyn's  meal  was 
suddenly  cut  short."You  made  a  promise  to  her. 
What  are  you  doing  here?"  Llewelyn  remonstrated 
that  the  sister  would  understand  his  being  late.  She 
was  at  her  home  and  would  not  be  inconvenienced. 
"That  is  no  excuse.  You  made  a  promise.  You  keep 
your  word." 

Llewelyn  missed  a  good  dessert  that  day. 
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From  the  time  of  Brigham  Young  precedent  has 
established  that  the  senior  member  of  the  Council 
of  the  Twelve  by  vote  of  the  people  becomes  .  .  . 

The  President 
of  the  Church 


JOSEPH  SMITH 


;^W(2)^  s^W<2J>>^  <:^®M@^ 


hy  H.  Parker  Blount* 


BRIGHAM  YOUNG 


On  the  evening  of  June  26,  1844,  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  and  his  brother  Hyrum  were  martyred 
at  Carthage,  Illinois.  *Thus  after  fourteen  short 
years  of  official  service,  the  Prophet's  ministry  was 
ended  and  the  new  Church  had  reached  the  greatest 
crisis  of  its  history.  In  spite  of  the  Prophet's  warn- 
ings the  people  were  actually  unprepared  for  the 
terrible  tragedy  which  was  upon  them."^ 

Upon  hearing  of  the  death  of  the  Prophet  those 
members  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  who  were  in 
the  East  on  a  special  mission  to  preach  the  gospel 
and  present  the  political  views  of  Joseph  Smith  as 
an  independent  candidate  for  the  presidency  of  the 
United  States  began  their  journey  to  Nauvoo.  With 
the  exception  of  Willard  Richards  and  John  Taylor, 
who  were  with  Joseph  at  Carthage,  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Twelve  arrived  in  Nauvoo  on  August  6.^ 

The  death  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  also 
brought  the  return  of  Sidney  Rigdon,  first  counselor 
to  Joseph  in  th^  quorum  of  the  First  Presidency  of 


For  Course  9.  lesson  45  (August  9),  "Organization  of  tlie  Church 
Provides  Many  Opportunities";  for  Course  16,  lesson  6  (October  18), 
"Are  There  Eternal  Laws?"  for  Course  18,  lesson  7  (October  25), 
"Gateway  to  the  Kingdom";  for  Course  30,  lesson  5  (October  11), 
"Nauvoo  Period";  and  of  general  interest. 

iLeah  D.  Widtsoe,  Brigham  Young,  the  Man  of  the  Hour;  Book- 
craft,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1947;  page  92. 

-Preston  Nibley,  Brigham  Young,  the  Man  and  His  Works;  Deseret 
Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1960;   page  52. 


the  Church.  Rigdon,  who,  contrary  to  the  will  of  the 
Lord,  had  been  living  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,'^ 
arrived  in  Nauvoo  on  Saturday,  August  3,  1844.  He 
was  invited  to  meet  in  council  the  next  day  with 
Willard  Richards,  Parley  P.  Pratt,  and  George  A. 
Smith.'^ 

Sidney   Rigdon  versus   Brigham  Young 

At  this  meeting  Sidney  Rigdon  announced  his 
claim  for  leadership  of  the  Church. 

Elder  Rigdon  preached  from  the  words,  ''For 
my  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts,  neither  are  your 
ways  my  ways,  saith  the  Lord."  [Isaiah  55:8.]  He 
related  a  vision  which  he  said  the  Lord  had  shown 
him  concerning  the  situation  of  the  church,  and  said 
there  must  be  a  guardian  appointed  to  build  the 
church  up  to  Joseph,  as  he  had  begun  it. 

He  said  he  was  the  identical  man  that  the  ancient 
prophets  had  sung  about,  wrote  and  rejoiced  over, 
and  that  he  was  sent  to  do  the  identical  work  that 


*H.  Parker  Blount  is  currently  teaching  and  studying  for  his 
doctoral  degree  in  educational  psychology  at  Purdue  University  in 
Indiana.  He  completed  a  mission  to  the  Northwestern  States  in  1960- 
1961,  and  later  took  an  M.A.  at  Brigham  Young  University.  His  wife 
is  Shauna  Olsen;  the  couple  have  two  children  and  are  members  of 
the  Indianapolis  (Indiana)  Stake,  Purdue  Ward,  where  Brother 
Blount  serves  in  the  presidency  of  the  seventies  quorum. 

^See  Doctrine  and  Covenants  124:108,  109. 

*Documentary  History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  7,  page  223. 
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had  been  the  theme  of  all  the  prophets  in  every 
preceding  generation.^ 

In  the  afternoon  session  of  the  August  4th  meet- 
ing, Elder  William  Marks,  president  of  the  Nauvoo 
Stake,  gave  notice  at  the  request  of  Sidney  Rigdon 
that  there  would  be  a  special  meeting  held  within 
the  next  few  days  for  "the  purpose  of  choosing  a 
guardian,  (President  and  Trustee)."*^ 

On  Wednesday,  August  7,  at  4:00  p.m.  there 
was  a  meeting  of  the  apostles,  high  councilors,  arid 
the  high  priests.  Brigham  Young  called  on  Sidney 
Rigdon  to  make  a  statement  to  the  Church  concern- 
ing the  vision  and  revelation  he  had  received. 

Rigdon  stated  his  position  as  follows: 

The  object  of  my  mission  is  to  visit  the  saints  and 
offer  myself  to  them  as  a  guardian.  I  had  a  vision  in 
Pittsburgh,  June  27th.  This  was  presented  to  my 
mind  not  as  an  open  vision,  but  rather  a  continua- 
tion of  the  vision  mentioned  in  the  ''Book  of  Doc- 
trine and  Covenants." 

It  was  shown  to  me  that  this  church  must  be 
built  up  to  Joseph,  and  that  all  the  blessings  we  re- 
ceive must  come  through  him.  I  have  been  ordained 
a  spokesman  to  Joseph,  and  I  must  come  to  Nauvoo 
and  see  that  the  church  is  governed  in  a  proper  man- 
ner. Joseph  sustains  the  same  relationship  to  this 
church  as  he  has  always  done.  No  man  can  be  the 
successor  to  Joseph. 

The  kingdom  is  to  be  built  up  to  Jesus  Christ 
through  Joseph;  there  must  be  revelation  still.  The 
martyred  Prophet  is  still  the  head  of  this  church; 
every  quorum  should  stand  as  you  stood  in  your 
washings  and  consecrations.  I  have  been  consecrated 
a  spokesman  to  Joseph,  and  I  was  commanded  to 
speak  for  him.  The  Church  is  not  disorganized 
though  our  head  is  gone. 

We  may  have  a  diversity  of  feelings  on  this  mat- 
ter.  I  have  been  called  to  be  a  spokesman  unto  Jo- 

^Documentary  History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  7,  page  224. 
'^Documentary  History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  7,  page  225. 


seph,  and  I  want  to  build  up  the  church  unto  him; 
and  if  the  people  want  me  to  sustain  this  place,  I 
want  it  upon  the  principle  that  every  individual  shall 
acknowledge  it  for  himself. 

I  propose  to  be  a  guardian  to  the  people;  in  this 
I  have  discharged  my  duty  and  done  what  God  has 
commanded  me,  and  the  people  can  please  them- 
selves whether  they  accept  me  or  not.^ 

Brigham  Young,  following  Sidney  Rigdon,  spoke 
concerning  the  leadership  of  the  Church.  In  part  he 
said: 

/  do  not  care  who  leads  the  Church,  even  though 
it  were  Ann  Lee;  but  one  thing  I  must  know,  and 
that  is  what  God  says  about  it.  I  have  the  keys  and 
the  means  of  obtaining  the  mind  of  God  on  the 
subject, 

I  know  there  are  those  in  our  midst  who  will  seek 
the  lives  of  the  Twelve  as  they  did  the  lives  of  Joseph 
and  Hyrum.  We  shall  ordain  others  and  give  the 
fulness  of  the  priesthood,  so  that  if  we  are  killed  the 
fulness  of  the  priesthood  may  remain. 

Joseph  conferred  upon  our  heads  all  the  keys  and 
powers  belonging  to  the  Apostleship  which  he  himself 
held  before  he  was  taken  away,  and  no  man  or  set  of 
men  can  get  between  Joseph  and  the  Twelve  in  this 
world  or  in  the  world  to  come. 

How  often  has  Joseph  said  to  the  Twelve,  "I  have 
laid  the  foundation  and  you  must  build  thereon,  for 
upon  your  shoulders  the  kingdom  rests."^ 

Brigham  Young  concluded  by  calling  for  a  special 
conference  to  convene  the  next  day,  August  8,  at 
10:00  a.m.  To  be  in  attendance  were  "the  people  with 
the  various  quorums  of  the  priesthood."'' 

A  Guardian  Versus  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve 

At  this  special  conference  Sidney  Rigdon  spoke 

(Continued  on  following  page.) 

''Documentary  History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  7,  pages  229,  230. 
^Documentary  History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  7,  page  230. 
^Documentary  History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  7,  page  230. 
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for  an  hour  and  a  half  upon  the  theme  of  choosing  a 
guardian  for  the  Church.  He  was  the  "guardian"  to 
be  chosen. 

Brigham  Young  concluded  the  morning  session  of 
the  meeting  by  telling  the  saints  that  if  they  wished 
to  know  the  mind  and  will  of  the  Lord,  they  were  to 
meet  according  to  order  and  have  a  general  as- 
sembly of  the  several  quorums,  a  tribunal  from  whose 
decision  there  was  no  appeal.  He  requested  an  as- 
sembly of  the  quorums  at  two  o'clock  that  afternoon, 
along  with  a  general  meeting  of  the  members.^" 

The  Standing  of  the  Twelve 

In  the  afternoon  session,  when  Brigham  Young 
arose  to  speak,  he  was  transfigured  before  the  peo- 
ple. They  beheld  him  in  the  likeness  of  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith,  both  in  stature  and  in  voice. 

He  spoke,  presenting  the  claim  that  the  Quorum 
of  the  Twelve  should  lead  the  Church  in  the  absence 
of  the  First  Presidency. 

The  first  position  I  take  in  behalf  of  the  Twelve 
and  the  people  is  to  ask  a  few  questions.  I  ask  the 
Latter-day  Saints:  do  you,  as  individuals,  at  this 
time,  want  to  choose  a  Prophet  or  a  guardian?  Inas- 
much as  our  Prophet  and  Patriarch  are  taken  from 
our  midst,  do  you  want  someone  to  guard,  to  guide 
and  lead  you  through  this  world  into  the  kingdom 
of  God,  or  not?  All  that  want  some  person  to  be  a 
guardian  or  a  Prophet,  a  spokesman  or  something 
else,  signify  it  by  raising  the  right  hand.  (No  votes.) 

//  the  people  want  President  Rigdon  to  lead  them 
they  may  have  him;  but  I  say  unto  you  that  the 
Quorum  of  the  Twelve  have  the  keys  of  the  kingdom 
of  God  in  all  the  world. 

The  Twelve  are  appointed  by  the  finger  of  God 
.  .  .  the  Twelve,  an  independent  body  who  have  the 
keys  of  the  priesthood — the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of 
God  to  deliver  to  all  the  world:  this  is  true,  so  help 
me  God.  They  stand  next  to  Joseph,  and  are  as 
the  First  Presidency  to  the  Church. 

You  cannot  fill  the  office  of  a  prophet,  seer  and 
revelator:  God  must  do  this. 

I  again  repeat,  no  man  can  stand  at  our  head, 
except  God  reveal  it  from  the  heavens. 

Now  if  you  want  Sidney  Rigdon  or  William  Law 
to  lead  you,  or  anybody  else,  you  are  welcome  to 
them;  but  I  tell  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  that 
no  man  can  put  another  between  the  Twelve  and  the 
Prophet  Joseph.  Why?  Because  Joseph  was  their 
file  leader,  and  he  has  committed  into  their  hands 
the  keys  of  the  kingdom  in  this  last  dispensation,  for 


all  the  world;  don't  put  a  thread  between  the  priest- 
hood and  God. 

You  cannot  appoint  a  prophet;  but  if  you  let  the 
Twelve  remain  and  act  in  their  place,  the  keys  of 
the  kingdom  are  with  them  and  they  can  manage 
the  affairs  of  the  church  and  direct  all  things  aright.^ ^ 

Following  Brigham  Young,  Amasa  M.  Lyman, 
William  W.  Phelps,  and  Parley  P.  Pratt  each  spoke, 
endorsing  what  Brigham  had  said.^^ 

After  the  brethren  had  concluded  their  remarks, 
Brigham  Young  arose  and  asked  for  a  vote  to  "sus- 
tain the  Twelve  as  the  First  Presidency  of  the  peo- 
ple."^^  After  the  affirmative  vote,  he  called  for  a 
negative  vote.   No  hands  were  raised. 

For  the  next  three  years  the  Quorum  of  the 
Twelve,  with  Brigham  Young  as  President,  was  sus- 
tained as  the  presiding  council  of  the  Church."  On 
December  5,  1847,  at  the  home  of  Orson  Hyde,  the 
apostles  met  and  discussed  reorganizing  the  First 
Presidency.  Orson  Hyde  made  a  motion,  which  was 
sustained  unanimously,  that  Brigham  Young  be 
President  of  the  Church.  He  was  given  authority  to 
nominate  his  counselors.^^  A  general  conference  of 
the  Church  was  held  from  December  24  through 
December  27.  On  the  27th  the  First  Presidency,  con- 
sisting of  Brigham  Young,  Heber  C.  Kimball,  and 
Willard  Richards,  was  unanimously  sustained  by  the 
saints.^*' 

While  the  issue  of  leadership  of  the  Church 
appeared  obscure  to  many,  Joseph  Smith  had  antici- 
pated his  death  and  had  set  forth  the  principles  of 
leadership  transfer.  These  principles  were  not  nearly 
so  nebulous  as.  the  events  of  time  might  suggest. 

Joseph  Smith  was  commanded  of  the  Lord  to  call 
the  twelve  apostles.^"  The  Twelve  were  to  be  selected 
and  ordained  by  the  three  special  witnesses  to  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  In  the  afternoon  of  February  14, 
1835,  the  First  Presidency  (Joseph  Smith,  Sidney 
Rigdon,  and  Frederick  G.  Williams)  blessed  the  three 
witnesses.  They  then  united  in  prayer  and  proceeded 
to  call  the  twelve  apostles. 

There  was  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  Joseph  Smith 
as  to  the  position  that  the  Twelve  held  and  their 
standing  concerning  authority  and  keys  in  the 
Church.  He  attempted  on  numerous  occasions  to 
make  their  position  clear  to  the  people.  Joseph  re- 
ceived a  revelation  in  Kirtland,  Ohio,  on  March  28, 
First  Presidency  and  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve 
1835,  which  firmly  established  the  relationship  of  the 


lOEdward  H.  Anderson,   The  Life  of  Brigham  Young;  George   Q. 
Cannon  &  Sons  Co.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1893;  page  47. 


^^Documentary  History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  7,  pages  232-235. 
^^Documentary  History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  7,  pages  237-239. 
isjoseph   Fielding  Smith,   Essentials   in  Church   History;   Deseret 
Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1961;  page  389. 
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i^See  Doctrine  and  Covenants  18. 
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Apostles.  The  Lord  said,  among  other  things,  that 
three  presiding  high  priests,  chosen  by  the  body  of 
the  Church,  formed  a  quorum  of  the  Presidency  of 
the  Church,  and  that  twelve  apostles,  special  wit- 
nesses for  Christ,  formed  a  quorum  which  was  "equal 
in  authority  and  power  to  the  three  presidents.  "^^ 

Two  years  later,  on  July  23,  1837,  Joseph  was 
told  in  a  revelation  that  the  keys  of  the  priesthood 
were  given  both  to  the  First  Presidency  and  the 
Twelve.  1^  Further,  the  Prophet  Joseph  remarked: 
"The  Twelve  are  not  subject  to  any  other  than  the 
First  Presidency  .  .  .  and,  where  I  am  not,  there  is 
no  First  Presidency  over  the  Twelve."^'' 

Orson  Hyde  reflected  the  Prophet  Joseph's  feel- 
ings and  premonitions  concerning  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve.  "In  one  particular  place,  in  the  presence  of 
about  sixty  men,  he  [Joseph]  said, 

"  'My  work  is  about  done;  I  am  going  to  step  aside 
awhile.  I  am  going  to  rest  from  my  labors;  for  I 
have  borne  the  burthen  and  heat  of  the  day,  and  now 
I  am  going  to  step  aside  and  rest  a  little.  And  I  roll 
the  burthen  off  my  shoulders  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
Twelve  Apostles.  Now,'  said  he,  'round  up  your 
shoulders  and  bear  off  this  kingdom.'  "^^ 

The  Order  of  Seniority 

When  the  members  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
were  selected,  they  were  placed  in  order  of  seniority 
according  to  age.  Brigham  Young  was  preceded  by 
Thomas  B.  Marsh  and  David  W.  Patten.^^  David  W. 
Patten  was  later  killed  and  when  Marsh,  senior  mem- 
ber and  president  of  the  Twelve,  abandoned  the 
Church,  Brigham  Young  became  the  senior  mem- 
ber.^^  In  a  meeting  of  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve  in 
Preston,  England,  Brigham  Young  was  unanimously 
sustained  as  president  of  the  Twelve.^* 

Thus,  with  the  death  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  the  precedent  was  established  that  the  senior 
member  and  president  of  the  Quorum  of  Twelve 
should  be  presented  to  the  members  of  the  Church 
for  their  sustaining  vote  as  President  of  the  Church. 
That  this  precedent  was  established  is  seen  in  the 
remarks  of  John  Taylor,  who  followed  Brigham 
Young  as  President  of  the  Church. 

Thus  our  positions  .  .  .  seemed  to  be  fully  defined. 
...  7  occupied  the  senior  position  in  the  Quorum, 
and  occupying  that  position,  which  was  thoroughly 
understood  by  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve,  on  the 
death  of  President  Young,  as  the  Twelve  assumed 
the  Presidency,  and  I  was  their  President,  it  placed 


25 


me  in  the  position  of  President  of  the  Church.  .  . 

Further  Hght  is  given  on  the  same  subject: 

When  the  President  of  the  Church  dies  or  other- 
wise relinquishes  his  office,  the  responsibility  of 
choosing  his  successor  under  revelation  falls  upon  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve.  The  senior  member,  if  quali- 
fied, succeeds  to  the  office.  He  is  ordained  by  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve,  which  holds  all  the  authority 
vested  in  the  Church.^^ 

A  comprehensive  answer  to  the  question  as  to 
who  should  assume  leadership  of  the  Church  when 
the  First  Presidency  was  dissolved  was  given  by  Wil- 
ford  Woodruff.  When  he  was  asked:  "Do  you  know 
of  any  reason,  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  President 
of  the  Church,  why  the  twelve  apostles  should  not 
choose  some  other  person  than  the  President  of  the 
Twelve  to  be  President  of  the  Church?"  he  answered: 

/  know  of  several  reasons  why  they  should  not. 
First,  at  the  death  of  the  President  of  the  Church 
the  Twelve  Apostles  become  the  presiding  authority 
of  the  Church  and  the  president  of  the  Twelve  is 
really  the  President  of  the  Church  by  virtue  of  his 
office  as  much  while  presiding  over  the  Twelve 
Apostles  as  while  presiding  over  his  two  counselors. 
.  .  .  Second,  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  President  of 
the  Church  it  takes  a  majority  of  the  Twelve  Apos- 
tles to  appoint  the  President  of  the  Church,  and  it  is 
very  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  the  majority  of 
that  quorum  could  be  converted  to  depart  from  the 
course  marked  out  by  inspiration  and  followed  by  the 
Apostles  at  the  death  of  Christ  and  by  the  Twelve 
Apostles  at  the  death  of  Joseph  Smith.^^ 

While  the  precedent  is  firmly  established,  it  is 
well  to  remember  that  God  calls  a  man  to  be  a  proph- 
et, but  the  people  decide  who  is  to  be  their  earthly 
leader.  "You  cannot  fill  the  office  of  a  prophet,  seer, 
and  revelator:  God  must  do  this."^^  But, 

A  man  may  be  prophet,  seer,  and  revelator,  and 
it  may  have  nothing  to  do  with  his  being  President 
of  the  Church.  .  .  .  Joseph  was  President  of  the 
Church  .  .  .  by  the  voice  of  the  people.  Can  you  find 
any  revelation  appointing  him  the  President  of  the 
Church?  The  keys  of  the  Priesthood  were  committed 
to  him  .  .  .  but  when  he  was  called  to  preside  over 
the  Church,  it  was  by  the  voice  of  the  people; 
though  he  held  the  keys  of  the  Priesthood,  indepen- 
dent of  their  voice.^^ 


i^See  Doctrine  and  Covenants  107:23,  24. 
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In  the  strife  and  turmoil  of  our  times,  it  is  well 

to  keep  in  mind  the  vital  need  of  a  testimony,  for  the 

Lord  has  said:  "If  ye  are  prepared — 


"Ye  Shall  Not  Fear 
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by  Elder  A.  Theodore  Tuttle 
of  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy 


You  may  have  had  the  experience  of  traveling 
through  a  canyon  on  a  narrow  mountain  road  during 
a  storm.  Cloudy,  foggy  conditions,  with  rain  blowing 
hard  against  the  windshield  make  driving  perilous  at 
best.  Suddenly  the  windshield  wipers  lose  their  syn- 
chronization and  begin  to  fight  one  another.  Only 
momentarily  can  they  clear  the  windshield.  The 
person  with  you  is  no  help.  He,  like  you,  sees  only 
sideways. 

Now,  while  this  is  not  quite  as  bad  as  losing  the 
motor  or  a  wheel,  you  are  obviously  in  serious  trouble. 
You  either  have  to  stop  and  wait  for  the  fury  of 
the  storm  to  cease  or  proceed  on  a  perilous  moun- 
tain road  in  extreme  danger — because  you  cannot 
see  clearly. 

Conditions   in  the  World 

The  whole  world  is  in  such  a  storm.  Dark  clouds 
hover  all  around.  International  turmoil,  domestic 
social  conditions,  and  the  usual  family  problems  all 
seemed  solvable  before.  Now,  in  the  fury  of  our 
times,  they  close  in  upon  us  and  threaten  our  safe 
journey.  Present  conditions  make  it  impossible  for 
us  to  see  the  way  clearly. 

However,  unlike  the  driver  in  the  mountains  who 
can  stop  his  car,  we  do  not  have  the  alternative  to 
stop  living  and  wait  for  the  storm  clouds  to  lift.  We 
must  face  life's  tempest.  Robert  Frost  spoke  a  truth 
when  he  said,  "The  only  way  out  is  through." 

Crime  is  soaring.  Disobedience  and  lawlessness 
increase.  Modesty  is  disappearing.  Drunkenness  and 
immorality  run  rampant.  The  forces  of  evil  with  sin- 
ister intent  strike  directly  at  the  very  vitals  of 
society — the  home  and  our  children.  Values  are  dis- 
torted. Debauchery  and  evil  mock  virtue.  Hardly 
anything  is  now  sacred.    The  world  lieth  in  sin. 


For  Course  10,  lesson  6  (October  11),  "The  Godhead— Jesus' 
Special  Responsibilities";  for  Course  12,  lesson  7  (October  25), 
"Strength  in  the  Face  of  Adversity";  for  Course  13,  lesson  47 
(August  16),  "I  Am  with  You  Alway";  for  Course  18,  lesson  2 
(September  20),  "Darkness  Along  the  Way";  for  Course  19,  lesson 
43  (August  9),  "Steadfastness";  for  Course  26,  lesson  9  (October  11), 
"Preparation  and  Readiness";  for  Course  28,  lesson  8  (November  1), 
"Failure  to  Heed  the  Warning  Voice";  for  Course  30,  lesson  3  (Sep- 
tember 27),  "Kirtland  Period";  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson 
9;  and  of  general  interest. 


Courage  to  Face  Problems 

You  may  be  surprised  to  learn  that  even  admit- 
ting all  of  this,  I  have  a  calm  assurance  in  my  soul. 
All  is  not,  nor  will  it  be,  lost.  This  peace  that  speaks 
to  my  heart  has  not  removed  life's  problems,  but  it 
gives  me  courage  to  face  them. 

May  I  share  with  you  some  of  the  things  I  know 
that  give  me  positive  assurance: 

I  know  that  Jesus  was  born  of  Mary;  that  he 
grew  to  manhood  as  "the  carpenter's  son";  that  he 
did  his  Father's  will  while  he  walked  the  earth. 

I  know  that  he  taught  men  the  right  way  to  live; 
and  more,  that  he  lived  a  perfect  life,  that  he  was 
the  example  of  all  that  he  taught. 

I  know  that  he  took  upon  himself  the  sins  of  all 
men  and  wrought  an  atonement  for  them  that  we 
can  claim  by  obedience  to  his  laws. 

He  was  taken  and  crucified  on  Calvary's  hill. 

He  died  that  we  might  live. 

I  know  that  he  broke  the  bonds  of  death,  rose 
from  the  grave  the  third  day,  and  appeared  unto 
many. 

God  Lives  Today 

I  know  that  he  lives  today. 

I  have  other  knowledge,  equally  important.  I 
testify  that  God  the  Father  and  his  son  Jesus  Christ, 
in  the  year  1820,  appeared  to  a  young  man,  Joseph 
Smith.  Regarding  this  marvelous  manifestation 
Joseph  Smith  wrote: 

.  .  .  /  saw  a  pillar  of  light  exactly  over  my  head, 
above  the  brightness  of  the  sun,  which  descended 
gradually  until  it  fell  upon  me. 

It  no  sooner  appeared  than  I  found  myself  de- 
livered from  the  enemy  which  held  me  bound.  When 
the  light  rested  upon  me  I  saw  two  Personages, 
whose  brightness  and  glory  defy  all  description, 
standing  above  me  in  the  air.  One  of  them  spake 
unto  me,  calling  me  by  name  and  said,  pointing  to 


♦Reprinted  from  General  Conference   Reports,   April,   1969.  Used 
by  permission. 
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the  other — This  Is  My  Beloved  Son.  Hear  Him! 
(Joseph  Smith  2: 16, 17.) 

On  another  occasion,  in  1832,  Sidney  Rigdon  was 
with  the  Prophet  Joseph.  Together  they  received  a 
heavenly  manifestation  recorded  thus: 

And  now,  after  the  many  testimonies  which  have 
been  given  of  him,  this  is  the  testimony,  last  of  dll, 
which  we  give  of  him:  That  he  lives! 

For  we  saw  him,  even  on  the  right  hand  of  God; 
and  we  heard  the  voice  bearing  record  that  he  is 
the  Only  Begotten  of  the  Father.  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  76:22,  23.) 

On  yet  another  occasion,  in  1936,  Joseph  Smith 
and  OHver  Cowdery,  after  arising  from  solemn  and 
silent  prayer,  explained  that  "the  following  vision 
was  opened  to  both  of  us": 

The  veil  was  taken  from  our  minds,  and  the  eyes 
of  our  understanding  were  opened. 

We  saw  the  Lord  standing  upon  the  breastwork 
of  the  pulpit,  before  us;  and  under  his  feet  was  a 
paved  work  of  pure  gold,  in  color  like  amber. 

His  eyes  were  as  a  flame  of  fire;  the  hair  of  his 
head  was  white  like  the  pure  snow;  his  countenance 
shone  above  the  brightness  of  the  sun;  and  his  voice 
was  as  the  sound  of  the  rushing  of  great  waters,  even 
the  voice  of  Jehovah,  saying: 

I  am  the  first  and  the  last;  I  am  he  who  liveth, 
I  am  he  who  was  slain;  I  am  your  advocate  with  the 
Father.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  110:1-4.) 

I  know  these  things  are  true.  The  significant 
thing,  however,  is  that  you  also  can  know  for  your- 
self! You  can  know  by  following  the  prescribed 
process — adherence  to  the  gospel  principles  that  the 
Savior  taught. 

Testimony  Brings  Confidence 

Let  me  tell  you  what  this  testimony  and  knowl- 
edge means.  It  brings  peace  and  confidence  and  calm 
assurance.  It  stimulates  right  conduct.  It  fosters 
repentance  from  sin.  This  assurance  does  not  mean 
inactivity;  rather,  it  generates  positive  action.  It  mo- 
tivates Christian  acts  of  kindness.  It  opens  channels 
to  heavenly  power. 

Do  you  realize  that  the  power  of  God  is  available 
in  this  Church  today  as  it  was  with  the  apostles  of 
old? 

In  the  midst  of  the  turmoil  we  presently  face, 
how  would  you  like  to  have  someone  take  you  by 
the  hand,  as  it  were,  and  lift  you  up  and  guide  you? 
How  would  you  like  to  hear  a  prophet's  voice  give 


continued  heaven-inspired  guidance?  How  would  you 
Hke  to  belong  to  a  divinely  organized  church  that 
provides  a  family-oriented  program  to  help  you  teach 
your  family  correctly?  Where  is  a  family  that  could 
not  use  this  kind  of  assistance  today? 

It  ought  to  mean  something  to  you  that  while 
many  other  churches  are  closing  their  doors  for  lack 
of  attendance,  one  of  the  most  pressing  problems  of 
The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is 
to  provide  sufficient  meeting  halls  for  growth  and  ex- 
pansion.  This  church  invites  your  investigation. 

Appeal  to  Truthseekers 

The  unique  position  of  being  the  restored  Church 
appeals  to  people  of  wisdom  and  reason — people  who 
are  seeking  for  the  truth.  This  Church  has  particular 
appeal  to  men — men  of  capacity  and  stature  in  the 
work  of  the  world. . .  .  Here  are  husbands  and  fathers 
who  receive  guidance  from  this  great  Church  to  unify 
and  bless  their  homes. 

Here  are  men  who  come  to  hear  a  prophet's  coim- 
sel.  They  seek  direction  in  these  troubled  times  from 
a  seer.  A  seer  is  one  who  sees.  We  have  not  been 
disappointed.  The  prophet  has  said: 

1.  Strengthen  the  home. 

2.  Youth,  keep  yourselves  pure  and  virtuous. 
Intelligent  home  building  begins  in  your  teens.  It  is 
the  chief  factor  in  a  happy  home. 

3.  Marriage  is  ordained  of  God.  Guard  the  sa- 
credness  of  your  marriage  vows. 

4.  Marriage  is  a  sacred  obligation  and  a  cove- 
nant that  is  eternal.  The  bearing  and  rearing  of  chil- 
dren is  the  highest  of  all  human  duties, 

"Where  there  is  no  vision,  the  people  perish." 
(Proverbs  29: 18.)  We  have  been  given  the  vision.  We 
have  been  instructed. 

Preparation  Dispels  Fear 

Speaking  of  the  great  tribulations  to  come  in  the 
latter  days,  the  Lord  gave  this  assurance:  "My  peo- 
ple^ will  I  preserve."  (Moses  7:61.) 

Later  he  counseled:  "If  ye  are  prepared  ye  shall 
not  fear."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  38:30.) 

And  again  he  has  promised: 

But  learn  that  he  who  doeth  the  works  of  right- 
eousness shall  receive  his  reward,  even  peace  in  this 
world,  and  eternal  life  in  the  world  to  come.  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  59:23.) 

I  believe  in  that  promise. 

{Concluded  on  page  285.) 


^Italics  ours. 
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Experiences  shared  by  father  and  child  will 


Strengthen 

Their  Ties 

of  Love 


A  Picture  Story  by  Alice  Rae  Clark 


In  many  small  ways  fathers  express  their  love 
for  their  children  every  day,  but  a  child  may  not 
recognize  these  expressions  of  love  unless  special 
effort  is  made  to  bring  them  to  his  attention.  The 
teacher  of  four-year-olds  is  in  an  excellent  position 
to  strengthen  relationships  between  father  and  child 
by  helping  the  child  recall  times  when  father  has 
helped  or  taught,  brought  comfort  or  joy  or  compan- 
ionship. 

In  the  Course  4  manual,  We  Learn  About  Our 
Heavenly  Father,  two  lessons  from  the  first  unit  are 
especially  designed  to  help  children  recognize  and 
appreciate  many  things  fathers  do  to  show  their  love: 
Lesson  4,  "My  Father  Loves  Me  and  Plans  for  Me"; 
and  Lesson  5,  "My  Father  Can  Do  Many  Things." 

This  picture  story  can  act  as  a  springboard  for 
the  teacher  in  helping  each  child  remember  and  tell 
about  personal  experiences  he  has  had  with  his  fa- 
ther. The  teacher's  knowledge  of  the  child  and  his 
family  can  provide  cues  that  will  help  evoke  re- 
sponses from  the  children.  All  expressions  should  be 
welcomed  by  the  teacher. 

Involving  fathers  in  the  lesson  presentation  is 
ideal.  If  one  or  two  of  the  fathers,  briefed  before- 
hand on  lesson  objectives,  can  be  in  class  to  help 
remind  their  children  of  specific  experiences  they 
have  had  together,  or  even  to  act  out  recalled  ex- 
periences with  their  children,  this  lesson  will  be 
especially  memorable  for  the  youngsters. 


For  Course  3,  lesson  1  (September  6),  "We  Belong  to  a  Family"; 
for  Course  4,  lessons  4  and  5  (September  27,  October  4),  "My  Father 
Loves  and  Plans  for  Me"  and  "My  Father  Can  Do  Many  Things"; 
to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  3;  and  of  general  interest 
to  parents  and  teachers. 
Library  File  Reference:  FATHERS. 


My  father  shows  me  how  to  paint  Cissy's  doghouse. 
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My  father  takes  me  hiking  along  the  mountain  trails. 


My  father  answers  my  questions.    Who  Hues  here? 


My  father  reads  me  one  of  my  favorite  stories. 
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The  Temple 
of  tlie  Spirit 


by  Reed  H.  Bradford 

Then  was  Jesus  led  up  by  the  spirit  into  the  wild- 
erness to  be  tempted  of  the  devil.  And  when  he  had 
fasted  forty  days  and  forty  nights,  he  was  afterward 
an  hungred.  And  when  the  tempter  came  to  him,  he 
said,  If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God,  command  that  these 
stones  be  made  bread.  But  he  answered  and  said)  It 
is  written,  Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by 
every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of 
God.  (Matthew  4: 1-4.) 

There  are  at  least  three  main  ways  to  consider 
the  body: 

The  Flesh  in  Conflict 

1.  The  flesh  is  in  conflict  with  the  spirit  and  with 
the  good.  During  the  Middle  Ages  there  were  ex- 
treme and  often  fanatical  positions  taken  with  regard 
to  the  way  one  should  treat  the  "flesh," 

"Many  individuals,  carried  away  by  a  remorse- 
less logic,  felt  that  the  conflict  between  the  spirit  and 
the  flesh,  i.e.,  be:  »veen  good  and  evil,  must  be  waged 
without  remittance.  .  .  .  They  must  fight  alone.  Heav- 
en could  only  be  won  by  overcoming  Hell.  This 
deadly  logic  often  made  the  solitary  nearer  to  the 
beast  than  to  the  angel.  .  .  .  We  read  of  St.  Silvania, 
who  had  not  washed  for  sixty  years.  ...  St.  Jerome 
has  given  us  a  vivid  picture  of  what  must  have  been 
the  experience  of  thousands.  .  .  . 

"  'My  unkempt  limbs  were  covered  in  shapeless 
sackcloth;  my  skin  through  long  neglect  had  become 
as  rough  and  black  as  an  Ethiopian's.  Tears  and 
groans  were  every  day  my  portion;  and  if  sleep  ever 
overcame  my  resistance  and  fell  upon  my  eyes,  I 
bruised  my  restless  bones  against  the  naked  earth. 
Hermits  have  nothing  but  cold  water  even  when 


For  Course  15,  lesson  41  (August  16) ,  "Good  and  Evil";  for  Course 
16,  lesson  6  (October  18),  "Are  There  Eternal  Laws?"  for  Course  18, 
lesson  2,  (September  20),  "Darkness  Along  the  Way";  for  Course  25, 
lesson  44  (August  2),  "Commitment  to  Change";  for  Course  26,  lesson 
4  (September  13),  "A  Call  to  Be  Free";  for  Course  28,  lesson  1  (Sep- 
tember 6),  "Purpose  and  Value  of  Scriptural  Records";  to  support 
family  home  evening  lessons  44  and  4;   and  of  general  interest. 


they  are  sick,  and  for  them  it  is  sinful  luxury  to  par- 
take of  cooked  dishes.  .  .  .'  "^ 

But  what  are  the  results  of  such  attempts  at 
persecuting  the  body  in  order  to  "free"  the  spirit? 
The  experience  of  St.  Jerome  is  typical  of  many: 
"But  though  in  fear  of  hell  I  had  condemned  myself 
to  this  prisonhouse,  where  my  only  companions  were 
scorpions  and  wild  beasts,  I  often  found  myself  sur- 
rounded by  bands  of  dancing  girls.  My  face  was  pale 
with  fasting;  but  though  my  limbs  were  cold  as  ice, 
my  mind  was  burning  with  desire,  and  the  fires  of 
lust  kept  bubbling  up  before  me  when  my  flesh  was 
as  good  as  dead."^ 

Expression  of  Physical   Desires 

2.  Physical  desires  are  good  and  should  be  given 
free  expression.  Advocates  of  this  position  con- 
tend that  if  one  has  sexual  urges  one  should  express 
them,  whether  married  or  not.  "The  United  Pres- 
byterian Church's  proposed  new  sex  code — one  so 
liberal  that  it  practically  eliminates  sin  as  a  major 
factor  in  sexual  relations — is  already  sending  shock 
waves  of  controversy  through  U.S.  religious  circles. 

"Entitled  'Sexuality  and  the  Human  Community,' 
and  drawn  up  by  a  team  of  experts  in  various  fields, 
the  report  repudiates  all  absolutes  regarding  human 
sexuality. 

"Among  significant  sex  moralities  advocated  by 
the  Presbyterian  experts: 

"Removal  of  all  restrictions  against  unmarried 
adults  who  wish  to  live  together.  .  .  ."^ 

There  is  much  evil  and  sorrow  connected  with 
this  position  because  it  violates  one  of  the  Lord's 
basic  commandments — "Thou  shalt  not  commit  adul- 
tery." (Exodus  20:14.)  To  ignore  this  commandment 
means  a  withdrawal  of  the  Lord's  Spirit  and  the 
influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost:  "He  that  looketh  on  a 
woman  to  lust  after  her,  or  if  any  shall  commit 
adultery  in  their  hearts,  they  shall  not  have  the 
Spirit."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  63:16.)  Also,  sex- 
ual sin  may  cause  a  person  to  become  infected  with 
devastating  diseases  such  as  syphilis  or  gonorrhea, 
which  in  turn  may  cause  sterility,  blindness,  or  in- 
sanity. Thus,  the  individual  may  find  himself  en- 
slaved in  many  ways  by  his  actions.  As  Shakespeare 
wrote: 

Th*  expense  of  Spirit  in  a  waste  of  shame 
Is  lust  in  action;  and  till  action,  lust 
Is  perjured,  murderous,  bloody,  full  of  blame, 
Savage,  extreme,  rude,  cruel,  not  to  trust; 
Enjoy' d  no  sooner  but  despised  straight; 
Past  reason  hunted;  and,  no  sooner  had, 


^Sydney  MacGillvary  Brown,  Medieval  Europe;  Harcourt,  Brace 
and  Company,  New  York,  N.Y.,  1935;  pages  68,  69.  Used  by  permission. 

^Brown,  Medieval  Europe,  page  69,  Used  by  permission. 

^"Religious  Storm  Center;  New  Sex  Code,"  by  Will  Oursler, 
Parade,  May  17,  1970. 
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Past  reason  hated,  as  a  swallow' d  halt 

On  purpose  laid  to  make  the  taker  mad. .  .  J 

Immoral  acts  may  result  in  an  illegitimate  child 
to  be  reared  in  unfortunate  circumstances,  without 
the  opportunities  needed  for  progression.  Or,  even 
if  he  is  reared  in  a  good  home,  the  separation  of  the 
child  from  his  biological  mother  and  father  may  later 
cause  great  pain  to  all.  I  will  always  remember 
the  statement  of  a  young  girl  who  gave  her  illegi- 
timate child  away.  She  said,  "I  wish  I  had  knowii 
five  minutes  before  I  committed  this  sin  how  I  would 
feel  five  minutes  after  I  gave  my  child  away." 

Finally,  extra-marital  sexual  relations  do  not  in- 
volve the  kind  of  love  taught  by  the  Lord.  The  love 
of  a  man  and  a  woman  married  to  one  another  is  a 
total  commitment  in  our  Heavenly  Father's  defini- 
tion of  love.  The  couple  covenant  with  one  another 
to  create  a  ''paired  unity,"  in  which  each  is  free  to 
develop  his  talents  and  interests,  yet  the  marriage 
partners  are  one  in  the  goals  they  pursue,  their  meth- 
ods of  achieving  them,  and  the  spirit  which  character- 
izes, their  relationship.  They  "are  pledged  to  each 
other  in  heart,  body,  and  mind."  They  accept  full  re- 
sponsibihty  for  assisting  each  other  toward  divine  ful- 
fillment. As  years  pass  the  physical  body  may  deteri- 
orate, but  in  every  other  way  the  relationship  may 
grow  and  deepen — spiritually,  intellectually,  emotion- 
ally, and  socially.  "I'll  love  you  in  life's  gray  Decem- 
ber, the  same  as  I  loved  you  in  May,"  the  "Sweet- 
heart Song"  says.  Such  a  marriage  can  be  sealed 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promise. 

The  Spirit  and  the   Body 

3.  The  Spirit  and  the  body  together  are  good 
and  constitute  the  soul  of  man.  (See  Doctrine  and 
Covenants  88:15.)  "For  man  is  spirit.  The  elements 
are  eternal,  and  spirit  and  element,  inseparably  con- 
nected, receive  a  fulness  of  joy.  The  elements  are 
the  tabernacle  of  God;  yea,  man  is  the  tabernacle  of 
God,  even  temples.  .  .  ."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
93:33,35.) 

It  is  the  task  of  each  individual,  with  the  help 
of  the  Spirit,  to  manage  his  body.  This  spiritual 


influence  may  be  experienced  to  a  maximum  degree 
when  one  has  been  properly  baptized  and  lives  wor- 
thily. He  can  then  "be  born  again"  and  have  the 
companionship  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

The  Right  Focus 

It  is  not  evil  to  have  physical  desires.  That  is 
natural.  The  art  of  living  is  the  art  of  expressing 
them  at  the  right  time,  under  the  right  circum- 
stances, and  to  the  right  degree: 

To  every  thing  there  is  a  season,  and  a  time  to 
every  purpose  under  the  heaven:  A  time  to  be  born, 
and  a  time  to  die;  a  time  to  plant,  and  a  time  to  pluck 
up  that  which  is  planted.  (Ecclesiastes  3:1,  2.) 

A  man's  mind  may  be  likened  to  a  garden,  which 
may  be  intelligently  cultivated  or  allowed  to  run 
wild;  but  whether  cultivated  or  neglected,  it  must, 
and  will,  bring  forth.  If  no  useful  seeds  are  put  into 
it,  then  an  abundance  of  useless  weed  seeds  will  fall 
therein,  and  will  continue  to  produce  their  kind.^ 

Man  has  the  power  to  determine  which  thoughts 
are  going  into  the  garden  of  his  soul.  He  can  read 
pornographic  literature  and  fan  the  fires  of  lust,  or 
he  can  read: 

Who  shall  ascend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord?  or 
who  shall  stand  in  his  holy  place?  He  that  hath  clean 
hands,  and  a  pure  heart.  .  .  .  (Psalm  24:3,  4.) 

Thinking  of  the  Lord  brings  the  right  focus  to 
the  soul. 

By  pursuing  this  process  [of  directing  his 
thoughts]  a  man  sooner  or  later  discovers  that  he  is 
the  master  gardener  of  his  soul,  the  director  of  his 
life.  He  also  reveals  .  .  .  how  the  thought  forces  and 
mind  elements  operate  in  the  shaping  of  his  char- 
acter, circumstances,  and  destiny.*^ 

The  spirit  and  the  body  can  form  one  harmonious 
whole  and  man,  a  complete  being,  can  indeed  experi- 
ence a  "fulness  of  joy." 


*William  Shakespeare,  Sonnet  19. 


^James  Allen,  As  a  Man  Thinketh;  Collins  Greetings  Books,  Lon- 
don, England;    page  16.  Used  by  permission. 

eAUen,  As  a  Man  Thinketh,  pages  16,  17.  Used  by  permission. 
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"YE  SHALL  NOT   FEAR"  (Concluded  from  page  281.) 

I  am  grateful  to  be  a  member  of  the  Church 
which  the  Lord  by  his  own  voice  has  declared  to  be 
"the  only  true  and  living  church  upon  the  face  of  the 
whole  earth,  with  which  I,  the  Lord,  am  well 
pleased.  .  .  ."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  1:30.) 

As  a  member  of  this  Church  I  have  full  confidence 
in  "the  prophecies  and  promises  which   [the  Lord 


has  said]  .  .  .  shall  all  be  fulfilled."  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  1:37.) 

I  know  that  if  we  will  follow  the  counsel  from  the 
brethren,  we  can  be  prepared,  and  we  need  not  fear. 
We  can  make  our  way  along  the  road  of  life  safely. 

And  I  know  that  by  doing  the  works  of  righteous- 
ness we  can  all  have  peace  in  this  world  and  eternal 
life  in  the  world  to  come. 
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To  help  children  think  more  productively ,  teachers 
would  do  well  to  understand  that  there  are  .  .  . 


SIX  KINDS  OF 
THINKING 


by  Darlene  0,  BalV 


If  a  teacher  is  concerned  merely  with  having  his 
students  acquire  and  retain  information,  he  asks 
questions  which  call  for  memory  rather  than  creative 
thinking.  The  skill  of  asking  penetrating  questions 
of  the  right  kind,  at  the  right  time,  is  one  of  the 
highest  skills  of  teaching — for  upon  it  depends  the 
kind  of  thinking  we  want  students  to  undertake. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Bloom^  developed  a  uniform  classi- 
fication of  thinking  skills  so  that  teachers  could 
more  easily  describe  and  understand  these  skills.  His 
system  could  serve  as  a  guide  for  teachers  as  they  ask 
questions  so  that  they  may  help  children  think  more 
productively.    He  identified  six  different  kinds   of 


thinking,  all  of  which  could  be  stimulated  by  careful 
questioning.  These  are  classified  as:  knowing  (stor- 
ing facts  for  recall),  comprehending  or  understand- 
ing, applying,  analyzing,  synthesizing,  and  evaluat- 
ing.  Often  these  are  interdependent. 

KNOWING  is  having  information  on  men- 
tal store.  Examples  of  questions  which  require 
only  knowledge  are,  "How  many  Articles  of  Faith 
are  there?"  "What  is  the  Twelfth  Article  of  Faith?" 
In   the   classroom,    questions    and   discussions    too 


^See  Benjamin  S.   Bloom,    Taxonomy   of  Educational   Objectives. 
David  McKay  Company,  Inc.,  New  York,  N.Y.,  1956. 


*Darlene  Owens  Ball  took  her  PhD  at  the  University  of  Utah  in 
1967  and  now  serves  as  coordinator  of  federal  programs  for  the  Salt 
Lake  City  Board  of  Education.  She  is  also  vice-president  and  presi- 
dent-elect of  the  Salt  Lake  School  Administrators  organization.  Sister 
Ball  has  four  children;  her  husband  was  the  late  Wilburn  C.  Ball. 
The  family  are  members  of  Monument  Park  1st  Ward,  Monument 
Park  (Utah)  Stake. 
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often  depend  only  upon  such  short-term  recall  of  facts 
and  information.  It  is  necessary  to  have  information 
as  a  basis  for  more  complex  thinking  processes,  but 
because  of  the  simplicity  with  which  information  is 
dispensed  and  its  acquisition  evaluated,  we  often  de- 
pend on  memory  questions  and  avoid  those  that 
would  provoke  other  kinds  of  thinking. 

A  child  might  well  be  able  to  repeat  the  Twelfth 
Article  of  Faith  without  in  any  way  understanding 
its  meaning.  However,  if  the  teacher  were  to  ask, 
"Can  you  put  the  Twelfth  Article  of  Faith  into  your 
own  words?"  the  child's  rephrasing  would  indicate 
whether  or  not  he  had  achieved  UNDERSTAND- 
ING. If  he  could  not  translate  a  memorized  state- 
ment into  his  own  words,  the  teacher  would  know 
that  further  explanation  was  necessary. 

APPLYING  knowledge  to  some  specific  situa- 
tion is  the  goal  of  learning.  This  is  more  complex 
than  either  obtaining  information  or  understanding 
it.  Application  involves  using  appropriate  facts  and 
principles  in  a  new  situation.  If,  for  example,  the 
hardships  and  other  experiences  of  crossing  the  plains 
were  being  discussed,  these  questions  might  be 
asked:  "If  your  family  had  been  among  the  pioneers 
and  was  getting  ready  to  move  west  in  a  covered 
wagon,  what  would  you  have  taken  with  you?"  "What 
would  your  mother  have  needed  to  take  to  cook  with 
along  the  way?"  Or,  more  complex  still:  "If  you  had 
been  one  of  the  pioneers,  what  frightening  experi- 
ence might  you  have  had?" 

Another  means  of  inviting  application  would  be 
to  describe  a  situation  and  ask  the  class  to  predict 
outcomes.  "What  would  have  happened  to  the  pio- 
neers if  Brigham  Young  had  chosen  to  settle  in  a 
place  where  many  people  were  already  living?" 

ANALYZING  means  breaking  a  body  of  material 
down  into  its  component  parts,  classifying  and  de- 
termining their  relationships,  and  identifying  com- 
mon characteristics. 

To  elicit  an  analysis  of  pioneer  life  and  experi- 
ences, you  might  ask  students:  "What  do  you  think 
were  some  of  the  most  urgent  problems  of  the  pio- 
neers?" (Food  supply,  Indian  hostility,  bringing  in 
new  immigrants,  etc.)  "How  did  they  try  to  solve 
these  problems?"  (Feed  the  Indians,  don't  fight 
them.)  "How  successful  were  their  efforts?  What 
contributed  to  success  or  failure?"  Or:  "What  was 
the  attitude  of  the  United  States  government  toward 
the  Mormons?  How  did  it  change  over  the  period 
between  1848  and  1896,  when  Utah  became  a  state? 
Why  did  the  government  take  these  attitudes?  How 
did  the  Mormons  respond  over  the  years?  How  did 
it  affect  their  lives?" 


SYNTHESIZING  means  putting  together  pre- 
vious learnings  and  experiences  to  formulate  a  new 
pattern  or  product  of  thought.  Posing  questions 
which  require  learners  to  synthesize  is  more  difficult 
in  the  short  time  of  one  class  period  than  stimulating 
other  types  of  thinking.  Time  is  needed  to  select 
from  available  information  and  to  organize  ideas  in 
a  new  way.  To  properly  synthesize,  a  pupil  must 
utilize  all  of  the  previously  mentioned  thinking  pro- 
cesses, and  must,  in  addition,  produce  something  new. 
Questions  involving  creative  choice  or  application  al- 
ways require  some  synthesis.  Only  by  synthesizing 
from  his  past  experience  can  an  individual  create 
rather  than  copy. 

A  problem  requiring  synthesis  might  be  stated 
at  the  beginning  of  class,  with  the  option  of  writ- 
ing, dramatizing,  or  responding  orally  in  the  time  re- 
maining. Or  an  assignment  to  be  prepared  for  the 
next  meeting  could  present  an  opportunity  for  crea- 
tive synthesis.  For  example,  students  might  be 
asked:  "How  do  the  pioneers  compare  with  the  astro- 
nauts as  to  their  beliefs,  the  dangers  they  faced,  and 
their  contributions  to  civilization?"  Motivation  and 
interest  can  be  increased  in  studying  the  pioneers  if 
children  have  a  chance  to  make  comparisons  with 
current  happenings.  Independence  of  thought  and 
personal  expression  result  from  participating  in  such 
creative  experiences.  The  learning  which  comes 
about  through  synthesis  is  retained  by  the  learner 
in  a  useable  form. 

EVALUATING.  We  are  anxious  for  children  to 
learn  to  make  proper  value  judgments.  It  is  not 
possible,  however,  for  them  to  learn  to  do  so  without 
having  many  opportunities  to  make  decisions  and 
defend  choices.  Learning  to  evaluate  is  vital.  Chil- 
dren need  questions  which  involve  choosing  among 
alternatives,  but  they  must  always  be  encouraged  to 
defend  their  answers.  Only  when  reasons  for  stating 
a  preference  or  choosing  a  course  of  action  can  be 
given  is  true  evaluation  taking  place.  "Would  you 
rather  have  lived  in  pioneer  times,  or  now?  Why?" 
"Is  it  better  to  report  the  wrongdoings  of  a  friend, 
or  to  protect  him  from  discovery?  Why?" 

It  is  not  easy  to  give  children  frequent  oppor- 
tunities for  thinking.  It  takes  time  and  effort — 
additional  work,  planning,  and  energy.  It  also  takes 
thinking  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  Those  who  value 
good  teaching  and  the  enthusiastic  response  of  their 
pupils  will  be  willing  to  try.  If  children  are  to  grow 
to  be  adults  who  value  freedom,  recognize  the  worth 
and  dignity  of  each  individual,  and  strive  constantly 
to  create  a  better  physical  and  spiritual  environment 
for  everyone,  they  must  be  able  to  think  deeply, 
clearly,  and  creatively. 
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Yes,  reverence  in  Sunday  School  can  be  improved. 
We  in  the  North  Logan  2nd  Ward  know  because  we 
tried  some  improvement  methods,  and  they  worked. 
None  of  these  methods  were  so  difficult  that  others 
could  not  achieve  success  if  they  desired  to  imple- 
ment them. 

Our  objective:  to  help  people  build  and  strength- 
en communion  with  Deity  on  a  warm,  pleasant,  and 
spontaneous  basis.  This  meant  the  elimination  of 
rowdiness  and  disrespect.  It  also  meant  avoiding 
the  stifling  stillness  and  formality  which  might  make 
the  Lord's  house  uninviting.  To  accomplish  this,  we 
decided  to  help  members  develop  an  exchange  of 
ideas  which,  in  appHcation,  would  bring  them  closer 
to  Him  in  whose  house  they  were  guests. 

Education  and  Action 

Education  and  action  were  the  main  features  of 
a  plan  to  be  carried  out  for  at  least  three  months. 
The  bishop  initiated  the  action  by  announcing  a  pro- 
gram of  fasting  and  prayer  for  all  persons  who  felt 
something  should  be  done  about  reverence.  In  Sun- 
day School,  priesthood,  and  sacrament  meetings  he 
issued  the  invitation  one  week  before  fast  day,  stress- 
ing the  need  for  greater  respect  for  the  meetinghouse. 
This  proved  a  good  way  to  initiate  the  program. 

Home  teachers  were  asked  to  include  a  brief  dis- 
cussion on  reverence  in  the  Lord's  house  during  their 
visits  that  month.  Families  were  encouraged  to  spend 
a  few  minutes  in  their  family  home  evening  programs 
each  week  discussing  the  topic.  They  were  invited 
to  see  how  many  different  approaches  to  reverence 
could  be  developed.  In  our  attempts  to  find  the 
answers  to  questions  on  the  how,  what,  when,  and 
where  of  reverence,  many  ideas  came  forward. 

Challenges  which  would  involve  few  or  many  per- 
sons over  short  or  long  periods  of  time  were  sug- 
gested. For  instance,  how  many  times  was  reverence 
mentioned  in  the  writings  of  Joseph  Smith,  Brigham 
Young,  David  O.  McKay,  and  other  leaders?  How 
many  references  to  respect  for  the  Lord's  house 
could  be  found  in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants?  How 
many  songs  had  reverence  as  their  central  theme? 
As  such  activities  were  carried  out,  many  facts  and 
figures  were  compiled  and  used  to  stress  reverence 
among  our  ward  members. 


Ward  members  developed  a  new  awareness  of  reverence. 

Art  by  Dale  Kilboum. 


For  Coiirse  6,  lesson  4  (September  27),  "Showing  Love  for  Our 
Father  in  Heaven";  for  Course  8,  lesson  8  (October  25),  "Reverence"; 
for  Course  10,  lesson  10  (November  8),  "The  Godhead — Showing  Our 
Love  through  Proper  Reverence";  for  Course  19,  lesson  42  (August 
2),  "Worship";  for  Course  26,  lesson  7,  (September  27),  "Learning  to 
Worship";  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  7;  and  of  general 
interest. 

*Richard  Welling  Roskelley  received  his  PhD  degree  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  in  1938  and  now  works  in  teaching  and 
research  for  the  Utah  State  University  department  of  sociology  and 
anthropology.  He  has  traveled  widely  in  connection  with  his  work 
and  is  the  author  of  37  publications.  In  1930  he  completed  a  mission 
in  Germany  and  Austria;  since  then  he  has  served  widely  in  the 
Church.  He  is  currently  a  Simday  School  teacher  in  the  North  Logan 
2nd  Ward,  East  Cache  (Utah)  Stake.  His  wife  is  Fawn  Branson;  the 
couple  have  three  children. 
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One  of  the  2y2-icamute  talks  in  each  Sunday 
School  was  to  deal  with  the  subject  of  reverence. 
Respect  for  the  Lord's  house  became  the  theme  of 
the  inspirational  thoughts  in  prayer  meetings.  Teach- 
ers of  Sunday  School,  priesthood,  and  MIA  groups 
were  encouraged  to  talk  about  the  theme  and  initiate 
reverence-improvement  programs. 

Establishing  Standards  of  Reverence 

Two  class  projects  were  implemented:  First,  dis- 
cussions in  all  Sunday  School  and  other  classes 
were  directed  toward  helping  members  define  the  es- 
sential features  of  reverence  in  any  part  of  the  meet- 
ing house.  Second,  two  persons  from  each  class  were 
selected  to  act  as  reverence  observers.  The  observ- 
ers sat  in  the  choir  seats  or  other  places  up  front 
and  watched.  They  took  notes  of  actions  that  were 
not  consistent  with  the  defined  ideals.  Then  the  ob- 
servers took  five  to  seven  minutes  at  the  beginning  or 
end  of  each  class  to  report.  Care  was  taken  not  to 
identify  individuals — only  behavior.  Class  discussion 
followed.  The  ideals  agreed  upon  earlier  were  reaf- 
firmed or  changed,  and  better  ideas  of  reverence 
resulted.  In  groups  involving  young  folks  of  seven  to 
ten  years  of  age,  the  observers  often  cooperated  with 
the  teachers  in  encouraging  pupils  to  abide  by  the 
ideals  which  they  had  established. 

These  activities  provided  guidelines  for  deacons, 
teachers,  and  priests  in  establishing  standards  of 
reverence  for  sacrament  services.  The  extent  to  which 
the  boys  met  these  standards  was  judged  by  their 
peers  and  discussed  with  them. 

In  a  similar  fashion  all  ward  members,  both 
young  and  old,  were  given  opportunity  to  help  estab- 
lish ideals  of  reverence  by  participating  in  self-eval- 
uation programs  with  their  feUow  members.  These 
activities  were  rewarding  at  all  age  levels. 

Members  of  the  bishopric  made  frequent  comment 
on  respect  and  esteem  for  the  Lord's  house.  Placards 
appeared  in  the  halls.  Reverence  was  discussed  in 
the  ward  news  sheet. 

Three  Factors  in  Success 

Our  success  can  be  explained  largely  by  three 
principles  we  applied:  First,  suggestions  helped  mem- 
bers develop  a  new  awareness  of  reverence.  Second, 
members  participated  in  discussions  which  helped 
them  decide  what  was  proper  behavior  in  the  Lord's 
house.  Third,  members  were  given  the  responsibility 
of  converting  these  ideals  into  reality. 

As  a  result  of  the  program  I  myself  became  in- 
creasingly aware  of  reverence  as  a  meaningful  part 
of  religious  services.  Soon  after  this  experience  I  had 
opportunity  to  attend  many  church  services  through- 
out Southeast  Asia,  There  I  saw  the  best  examples 
of  reverence  I  have  ever  witnessed.  As  I  entered  the 


chapel  foyer  on  one  occasion,  a  young  fellow  of 
teacher  or  priest  age  approached  me  and  asked,  "Do 
you  wish  to  attend  the  church  services  in  stocking 
feet  or  do  you  want  to  wear  a  light  pair  of  step-in 
slippers?"  This  shocked  me,  not  because  of  the  ritual 
followed,  but  because  of  the  contribution  this  ges- 
ture made  to  the  worship  service.  I  was  amazed  at 
the  reverence  that  prevailed!  The  singing  was  the 
best  I  have  ever  heard.  Class  discussions  were  ex- 
cellent. Worship  activities  reflected  the  intense  and 
dedicated  pattern  of  reverence  that  was  an  integral 
part  of  the  service.  I  talked  with  the  superintendent 
and  learned  that  they  always  have  good  order.  And 
they  had  achieved  this  by  doing  what  we  tried,  plus 
other  things,  as  often  as  necessary. 

One  of  the  activities  that  impressed  me  was  the 
role  played  by  several  teachers  and  priests  in  main- 
taining reverence.  They  assisted  people  in  finding 
seats  quietly.  If  there  was  any  evidence  of  disorder, 
they  walked  to  that  area  and  stood  at  attention. 
They  helped  in  many  other  ways. 

The  Quality  and  Quantity  of  Reverence 

As  I  sat  and  pondered  their  reverence  program 
it  occurred  to  me  that  in  most  church  services  the 
deacons  are  usually  busy  passing  the  sacrament. 
Teachers  and  priests  are  often  left  without  an  active 
role.  It  is  the  uninvolved  persons  who  often  become 
the  source  of  problems.  One  secret  of  maintaining 
reverence  among  boys,  as  I  saw  here,  was  to  give 
them  opportunities  to  magnify  their  priesthood.  In 
this  case  they  taught  people  how  to  be  reverent  in 
the  chapel.  As  a  mother  of  middle-teen-age  boys 
said  on  one  occasion,  "Keep  my  boys  active  and  give 
them  responsibility  if  you  expect  them  to  help  in 
programs  of  reverence." 

I  knew  I  was  in  a  country  where  the  members 
had  different  customs  than  in  America.  But  I  wanted 
to  know  how  aware  these  fellows  were  of  the  things 
they  were  doing.  Following  the  exercises,  I  walked 
up  to  the  youth  who  had  met  me  in  the  foyer  and 
said,  "Please  tell  me  the  main  reasons  why  you 
asked  me  if  I  wanted  to  go  stocking-footed  or  wear 
slippers  in  the  chapel?" 

In  broken  English  he  gave  two  positive  answers. 
"Well,  we  want  to  keep  the  House  of  the  Lord  very 
clean."  (It  was  spotless.)  "We  do  it  as  a  symbol 
of  reverence  to  the  House  of  the  Lord." 

Many  ideas  such  as  these  might  have  been  re- 
warding if  we  had  tried  them  in  our  ward.  But  at  least 
we  made  a  start.  The  challenge  to  the  officers,  teach- 
ers, and  members  of  any  ward  is  to  get  busy  on  pro- 
grams for  reverence.  The  development  of  worshipful 
attitudes  needs  constant  attention. 
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hy  Janet  BernhiseV' 


We  are  fortunate  to  live  in  a 
small  branch;  it  means  our  chil- 
dren have  so  many  opportunities 
to  participate  in  Sunday  School. 
When  our  boys  were  not  old 
enough  to  read  written  notes  to 
assist  them  in  giving  talks  and  in- 
spirational presentations  it  oc- 
curred to  me  to  draw  picture  notes. 
These  have  proved  to  be  very  suc- 
cessful and  may  be  useful  to  others 
who  are  helping  children  prepare 
for  Junior  Sunday  School  presen- 
tations, 214-ininute  talks  in  senior 
Sunday  School,  or  family  home 
evening  talks. 

Picture  notes  make  it  possible 
for  children  to  give  talks  at  a  much 
earlier  age  and  take  much  less  time 
in  preparation  than  memorized 
talks.  After  much  trial  and  error 
I  found  the  following  to  be  the 
most  workable  method  of  helping 
young  children  to  prepare  talks: 

1.  Choose  a  simple  story  to  il- 
lustrate a  gospel  principle,  or 
choose  a  part  of  the  lesson  which 
would  lend  itself  to  a  short  talk. 

2.  After  telling  the  story  or  les- 
son to  the  child,  discuss  it  with  him 
and  ask  for  his  ideas.  Use  as  many 
of  these  ideas  as  possible  in  devel- 
oping the  picture  story  so  that  he 
will  feel  he  is  participating  in  the 
creation  of  his  talk. 

3.  "Rough  draft"  the  picture 
notes  when  the  child  is  not  present 
so  that  he  does  not  become  con- 
fused if  corrections  are  made.  Di- 
vide an  8^''  X  IV  sheet  of  paper 
into  sections  by  folding.  Nine  pic- 
tures may  be  enough  for  a  four-  or 
five-year-old,  12  for  a  six-  or  seven- 
year-old.  The  older  the  child,  the 
more  he  can  tell  about  each  picture. 

If  possible,  notes  should  not 
take  more  than  one  side  of  one 
sheet  for  a  young  child.  Leave  out 
all  unnecessary  detail.  A  thin-lined 
felt  pen  is  best  for  the  drawings, 


although  a  pen  or  crayon  works 
well.  A  second  color  will  emphasize 
important  items.  If  you  are  talent- 
ed, you  could  draw  out  the  pic- 
tures; I  am  not,  so  I  stay  with  stick 
figures!  If  you  wish,  you  might 
also  combine  small  pictures  cut 
from  magazines  or  catalogs. 

Make  the  drawing  large  enough 
to  be  seen  easily. 

4.  Tell  the  child  the  story  again, 
and  at  the  same  time  draw  on  fresh 
paper  the  pictures  you  have  al- 
ready planned  on  your  rough  draft. 
Explain  what  the  pictures  repre- 
sent as  you  relate  the  story. 

5.  Tell  the  story  a  third  time, 
moving  your  hand  to  touch  each 
picture  in  the  part  of  the  story  you 
are  telling. 

Remember  that  left-to-right  eye 
movement  is  not  instinctive  in  a 
young  child  and  must  be  learned. 
Touching  the  pictures  as  you  tell 
the  story  several  times  will  fix  the 
sequence  in  his  mind.  The  pictures 
could  also  be  numbered. 

Do  not  use  the  same  words  each 
time  you  tell  the  story.  Let  the 
child  use  his  own  words  rather 
than  memorize  what  he  will  say. 
This  makes  a  more  natural-sound- 
ing talk  and  teaches  him  to  think 
on  his 'feet,  thus  eliminating  the 
embarrassment  of  his  being  unable 
to  continue  because  he  has  forgot- 
ten the  next  word. 

6.  After  you  have  told  the  story 
several  times,  let  the  child  tell  it 
back  to  you.  Do  not  correct  his 
wording  if  he  conveys  the  correct 
thought.  If  he  looks  to  you  for  aid, 
simply  smile  encouragement.  When 
he  is  through,  tell  him  how  well 
he  did  (no  matter  how  it  sounded) , 
especially  for  the  very  first  try. 

If  he  has  trouble  retelling  the 
story  and  is  restless,  put  the  talk 
aside  for  a  few  hours  or  a  day  until 
he  is  more  relaxed,  then  tell  the 


story  through  a  time  or  two  before 
you  let  him  try  it  again.  He  should 
be  encouraged  to  use  the  notes  only 
if  he  needs  to  refresh  his  memory. 
He  may  be  able  to  visualize  the 
notes  without  looking  at  them. 

When  he  has  the  story  fixed  in 
his  mind,  don't  have  him  repeat  it 
excessively.  An  extra  time  for  fa- 
ther or  mother  and  once  for  review 
just  before  the  meeting  should  be 
sufficient. 

Here  are  other  things  that  help 
make  speaking  before  an  audience 
a  pleasant  experience  for  a  child: 

1.  Have  the  child  wear  some- 
thing that  looks  especially  nice  and 
is  comfortable. 

2.  Start  preparation  early.  If 
possible,  have  the  child  give  his 
part  of  the  inspirational  presenta- 
tion in  Sunday  School  class  one  or 
two  weeks  before  it  is  scheduled. 
For  family  home  evenings,  allow 
plenty  of  time  for  preparation. 

3.  Have  a  dress  rehearsal,  using 
the  pulpit  and  microphone  (if 
available) . 

4.  Sit  at  the  back  of  the  room 
to  see  if  he  can  be  heard.  Tell  him 
where  he  will  probably  sit  and  as- 
sure him  that  someone  will  tell 
him  when  it  is  his  turn  to  speak. 
(We  like  to  keep  a  taped  record  of 
our  children's  talks  for  our  family 
history — this  is  also  a  good  excuse 
for  a  dress  rehearsal  at  home.) 

5.  Don't  make  too  much  "fuss" 
over  the  child  about  the  talk — let 
him  think  giving  a  talk  is  a  very 
natural  thing  to  do. 

6.  Have  a  prayerful  attitude. 
On  the  following  pages  are  sam- 
ple talks: 


*Janet  Rosenlof  Bemhisel  is  a  part-time 
English  teacher  in  Junior  High  School  and 
the  mother  of  three  young  children.  A  grad- 
uate of  Brigham  Young  University,  she  has 
been  active  in  many  Church  auxiliaries  as  a 
teacher  and  music  leader.  The  family  are 
members  of  Fort  Bragg  Branch,  Santa  Rosa 
(California)  Stake. 
Library      File       Reference:       INSPIRATIONAL 
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EVAN  STEPHENS 


"In  The  Children's  Friend  there 
is  a  story  about  a  little  boy  named 
Evan  Stephens.  He  had  a  very  nice 
singing  voice;  and  he  sang  in  the 
church  choir  even  though  he  was 
the  only  young  boy  in  it.  One  day 
all  the  people  in  the  town  were 
talking  to  each  other  and  making 
plans  for  the  visit  of  Brigham 
Young  to  their  town.  But  Evan  was 


sad  because  he  didn't  have  any 
shoes  to  wear  to  sing  in  the  choir; 
and  his  mother  and  father  lived 
far  away  on  a  farm  so  they  could 
not  help  him.  But  Evan  saw  a  can 
of  shoe  polish  on  a  shelf  and 
got  an  idea.  He  put  some  of  the 
polish  on  his  bare  feet  so  it  would 
look  like  he  was  wearing  shoes.  He 
went  to  the  door  of  the  church,  but 
was  afraid  to  go  in  to  sing  because 
of  his  feet;  so  he .  sat  down  and 
cried.  Brigham  Young  saw  him  sit- 
ting there  and  talked  kindly  to  him. 


/: 


i<jgSSi^*^ 


-tggSi^ 


He  told  Evan  that  he  didn't  need 
to  worry,  because  they  were  all 
friends. 

"When  Evan  Stephens  grew  up, 
he  became  the  leader  of  the  Tab- 
ernacle Choir.  He  wrote  many, 
many  songs  that  we  still  sing  in 
our  Sunday  School  today.  Evan 
never  forgot  the  day  when  he  put 
shoe  polish  on  his  feet  and  how 
kind  and  understanding  Brigham 
Young  was." 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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Recently,  from  the  36th  Ward  of  Park  Stake 
in  Salt  Lake  City  we  received  the  following  re- 
port of  a  21/^ -minute  talk.  This  was  a  timely 
and  spontaneous  confirmation  of  the  free-lance 
suggestions  in  Janet  Bernhisel's  article.  Assis- 
tant Sunday  School  Superintendent  David 
Maughan  wrote: 

"Sitting  on  the  stand  as  a  member  of  the 
Sunday  School  superintendency,  I  get  a  chance 


not  only  to  hear  the  2 1/^ -minute  talks  but  also 
to  see  the  notes  the  speakers  use.  A  short  time 
ago  a  10-year-old  girl,  Nancy  WiUiams,  used 
the  most  unusual  notes  I  have  ever  seen.  She 
couldn't  read  her  talk  because  there  was  little 
to  read.  And  it  impressed  me  deeply  as  a  good 
example  for  other  young  people  to  follow.  Fol- 
lowing are  her  talk  and  notes." 


OFF  BALANCE 

"There  was  this  new  truck, 
and  it  had  a  large  load  of  lum- 
ber on  it,  and  it  was  new  so  it 
didn't  have  any  trouble  carry- 
ing the  heavy  load.  As  the 
truck  driver  was  driving  out  of 
the  lumberyard,  the  truck  went 
over  the  gutter  into  the  street 
and  something  very  embarras- 
sing happened — the  front  part 
of  the  truck  went  up  into  mid- 
air. It  was  necessary  to  move 
the  lumber  close  up  to  the  front 
of  the  truck  so  that  the  front 
wheels  could  go  back  down  on 
the  ground. 

"This  is  very  much  like  our 
lives.  People  get  carried  away, 
they  get  off  balance,  they  lose 
track  of  the  goal  of  eternal 
life.  They  have  to  get  their  feet 
back  on  the  ground,  get  back 
in  the  driver's  seat  and  watch 
where  they  are  driving. 

"Is  your  load  off  balance? 
Some  people's  load  is  off  bal- 
ance. They 
think  money 
is  more  im- 
portant than 
church. 
There  are 
other  exam- 
ples I  could 
give.  This  is 


only  one." 


NANCY  WIUUIAMS 
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.  .  .  As  the  people  pressed  upon  him  [Jesus]  to  hear  the  word  of  God,  he 
stood  by  the  lake  of  Gennesaret.  .  .  .  And  he  entered  into  one  of  the  ships, 
which  was  Simon's,  and  prayed  him  that  he  would  thrust  out  a  little  from 
the  land.  .  .  .  And  he  .  .  .  taught  the  people  out  of  the  ship.  (See  Luke  5:1-3.) 

Christ  Preaching  from  a  Boat 

BY  Robert  J.  Matthews 

Jesus  admonished  that  men  teach  by  the  scriptures  and  by  the  Spirit,  for  this 

would  lead  "unto  the  convincing  of  men." 


Teaching  is  not  an  end  in  itself;  it  is  a  method  of 
communication,  a  means  to  an  end. 

When  Jesus  was  "asking  and  answering  questions," 
he  said  that  he  was  "about  his  Father's  business. "i  Since 
his  Father's  business  was  "to  bring  to  pass  the  immortaUty 
and  eternal  life  of  man,"^  it  was  incumbent  upon  Jesus: 

1.  To  bear  witness  to  the  truth. 3 

2.  To  testify  against  wickedness  and  false  traditions.^ 

3.  To  establish  the  kingdom  of  God  among  men  by 
restoring  the  gospel  and  converting  the  honest  in  heart.  ^ 

4.  To  withstand  all  temptation  and  hve  without  sin.^ 

5.  To  manifest  the  personality  and  love  of  the  Father. ''^ 

6.  To  make  an  atonement  with  his  blood. ^ 

7.  To  bring  to  pass  the  resurrection  from  the  dead.^ 

Everything  Jesus  did  contributed  to  the  fulfillment  of 
his  assigned  tasks,  and  it  is  in  this  Ught  that  we  see  him 
as  a  teacher. 

The  testimonies  of  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke,  and  John 
indicate  that  Jesus  used  many  ways  to  communicate  with 
people  and  estabUsh  the  kingdom  of  God  in  their  midst. 

Sometimes  he  asked  questions  of  his  listeners,  as  for 
instance  when  he  asked  the  disciples,  "Whom  do  men 
say  that  I  the  Son  of  man  am?"  and  then,  "But  whom 
say  ye  that  I  am?"io  At  other  times  he  reasoned  and  used 
logic,  as  when  he  was  in  the  synagogue  on  the  Sabbath 
and  the  Pharisees,  seeking  to  accuse  him,  brought  him  a 
man  with  a  withered  hand  and  asked:  "Is  it  lawful  to 
heal  on  the  sabbath  days?"  The  Pharisees  were  more  con- 
cerned with  means  by  which  they  might  trap  Jesus  than 
they  were  over  the  pHght  of  the  atflicted  man;  and  Jesus, 
knowing  their  hearts,  asked  if  they  would  not  be  willing 
on  the  Sabbath  to  hft  one  of  their  own  sheep  from  a  pit 
if  perchance  it  should  fall.  He  then  concluded:  "How 
much  then  is  a  man  better  than  a  sheep?  Wherefore  it 
is  lawful  to  do  well  on  the  sabbath  days.''^^ 

Jesus  made  frequent  use  of  the  scriptures  in  his  teach- 


1  Luke  2:46-49. 

2  Moses  1:39. 

3  John  7:7;  9:39-41;  15:22;  18:37. 

4  Matthew  15:3-6;  Mark  7:18-23;  John  7:24-40;  15:22-25;  2  Nephi  10:3-5. 

5  There   is   no  single   reference  for  this;    it   is  the  combined  message  of  such 
passages  as  Mark  1:14,  15;  Matthew  4:17;  Luke  16:16. 

6  Hebrews  2:14-18;  Alma  7:10-13. 

7  John  14:6-11. 

8  Luke  24:45-48;  Mosiah  3:16-19. 

9  2  Nephi  2:8. 

10  Matthew  16:13-15. 

11  Matthew  12:10-12. 


ing,  often  quoting  from  Moses,  Psalms,  Isaiah,  Samuel, 
"and  all  the  prophets."  He  sometimes  cited  a  precedent 
from  the  Old  Testament,  as  when  his  disciples  picked 
corn  on  the  Sabbath  and  were  criticized  by  the  Pharisees 
for  so  doing.  Jesus  confronted  his  critics  and  asked  if  they 
had  never  read  how  David  "when  he  had  need,  and  was 
an  hungred"  ate  the  shewbread  which  was  for  the  priests 
only.  Out  of  the  practical  nature  of  this  precedent  Jesus 
informed  the  Pharisees  that  the  Sabbath  was  made  for 
man  and  not  man  for  the  Sabbath.  12 

We  generally  Uke  to  think  of  Jesus'  teaching  activities 
in  terms  of  the  things  he  said  to  the  believers.  That  is,  we 
think  usually  of  the  kindlier  situations.  However,  not 
everyone  was  willing  to  be  reached  by  the  tender  and 
pleasing  words  of  eternal  life.  Jesus'  task  demanded  more 
of  him  than  conversing  only  with  the  honest  in  heart.  He 
also  had  to  cope  with  the  indifferent,  the  unconcerned, 
and  with  the  proud,  the  self-righteous,  the  calloused,  the 
hypocritical,  and  those  who  actively  opposed  him.  He 
knew  what  was  in  every  heart,  and  he  knew  how  to  reach 
every  human  being.  Not  all  of  this  was  done  pleasantly. 
Sometimes  he  spoke  to  their  condemnation. 

At  times  he  used  invective,  even  harshness  and  near- 
sarcasm,  in  deaHng  with  the  self-righteous  and  hypo- 
critical Pharisees  and  Sadducees.  Examples  of  this  are 
found  in  John  7  and  8,  and  in  Matthew  21,  22,  and  23. 
The  effectiveness  of  this  method  is  described  by  Matthew: 
"And  when  the  chief  priests  and  Pharisees  had  heard  .  .  . 
they  perceived  that  he  spake  of  them";  and  ".  .  .  No 
man  was  able  to  answer  him  a  word,  neither  durst  any 
man  from  that  day  forth  ask  him  any  more  questions."i3 

Voluminous  examples  show  that  Jesus  did  not  limit 
his  teaching  methods  to  words  alone,  but  often  used  a 
combination  of  media  —  usually  the  spoken  word  plus  a 
visual  aid  for  an  object  lesson.  We  read  about  the  wash- 
ing of  feet,  when  he  combined  words  of  explanation  with 
a  tangible,  observable  demonstration;  i*  we  read  of  him 
setting  a  child  in  the  midst  of  a  crowd  and  saying,  "Ex- 
cept ye . . .  become  as  little  children,  ye  shall  not  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven;"i'^  and  we  read  of  the  first  draught 
of  fishes  with  the  four  disciples.  The  disciples  saw  the  fish 


12  Mark  2:23-28. 

13  Matthew  21:45;  22:46. 

14  John  13:4-16. 

15  Matthew  18:1-6. 


(Concluded  on  opposite  back  of  picture. ) 
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(Concluded  from  opposite  back  of  picture.) 


being  drawn  in  the  nets,  and  they  received  the  full  impact 
of  Jesus'  words  when  he  said,  "Follow  me,  and  I  will 
make  you  fishers  of  men."i6 

In  all  of  these  instances  Jesus  talked  of  subjects  that 
were  of  interest  to  the  persons  he  was  teaching.  The  learn- 
ers not  only  heard  words;  the  Master  Teacher  caused 
them  to  experience  what  was  being  taught.  Jesus  exem- 
pUfied  the  truth  that  the  responsibility  of  the  gospel 
teacher  is  not  simply  to  help  others  understand,  but 
rather  to  make  the  principles  so  plain  that  no  one  can 
misunderstand.  In  this  he  was  an  example  for  all  teachers. 

The  vital  element  of  setting  the  stage,  so  necessary  to 
successful  communication,  is  quite  discernible  in  Jesus' 
teachings.  His  handhng  of  the  situation  with  the  Samari- 
tan woman  at  the  well^"  is  an  example.  The  final  outcome 
of  the  conversation  was  that  the  woman  and  many  of  her 
friends  from  the  city  received  Jesus'  testimony,  a  result 
that  was  not  achieved  in  a  moment.  The  woman  had  been 
prepared  beforehand  by  his  skillful  presentation  and 
discussion  with  her.  Had  Jesus  bluntly  announced,  when 
he  and  the  woman  first  met  at  the  well,  that  he  was  the 
Messiah,  she  probably  would  have  rejected  both  him  and 
the  message,  and  certainly  would  not  have  been  instru- 
mental in  converting  others.  But  Jesus  "served  up"  his 
message  with  finesse,  although  with  great  plainness.  He 
talked  about  a  kind  of  living  water  which  he  possessed 
that  was  able  to  quench  thirst  for  all  time.  At  first  she 
was  a  little  critical  of  him,  but  his  mention  of  "Uving 
water"  was  of  great  interest  to  a  woman  whose  lot  it  was 
to  come  frequently  to  the  well  and  draw  water.  After 
catching  her  attention  and  interest  with  his  talk  about 
water,  Jesus  continued  with  talk  about  her  homeland,  her 
people,  her  religious  beliefs,  and  her  private  life.  He  was 
very  frank  in  his  discussion,  and  through  it  all  she  "per- 
ceived that  he  was  a  prophet."  At  length  she  began  to 
make  a  comparison  between  his  words  and  what  she 
thought  the  Messiah  would  say  when  he  came.  At  this 
fortuitous  moment  Jesus  explained  that  he  was  that  Mes- 
siah of  whom  she  spoke.  She  not  only  accepted  his  dec- 
laration but  carried  the  message  favorably  to  her  friends, 
and  they  came  to  see  Jesus.  He  tarried  two  days  preach- 
ing the  gospel,  and  many  were  converted.  It  is  evident 
that  he  knew  that  the  presentation,  and  also  facts,  are 
necessary  to  successful  teaching. 

On  several  occasions  Jesus  used  a  miraculous  event 
to  help  teach  a  gospel  principle. 

On  at  least  one  occasion  he  used  a  heahng  miracle  to 
demonstrate  that  he  also  had  power  to  forgive  sins.  When 
a  man  with  palsy  was  let  down  to  him  through  the  roof, 
Jesus'  first  comment  to  the  afflicted  one  was  that  his  sins 
were  forgiven.  This  was  not  spoken  to  the  man  in  secret, 


but  audibly  so  that  the  Pharisees  and  Scribes  could  hear. 
This  was  part  of  the  artistic  presentation.  It  was  Jesus' 
attention-getter.  When  he  forgave  the  palsied  man,  the 
Scribes  and  Pharisees  immediately  rose  to  the  occasion 
and  vigorously  objected,  saying  that  Jesus  had  spoken 
blasphemy  and  that  no  one,  save  God  only,  could  forgive 
sins.  But  Jesus  had  structured  the  proceedings,  knowing 
that  this  would  be  their  reaction.  With  every  eye  fastened 
on  him,  and  with  every  ear  alert,  Jesus  asked  the  multi- 
tude if  it  was  not  easier  to  say  to  the  man  that  his  sins 
were  forgiven  than  to  say,  "Stand  up  and  walk."  Then, 
coming  to  the  point,  he  said:  "But  that  ye  may  know  that 
the  Son  of  man  hath  power  on  earth  to  forgive  sins  ...  I 
say  unto  thee.  Arise,  and  take  up  thy  bed.  .  .  ."^^ 

He  had  first  caught  the  attention  of  the  audience  and 
explained  his  purpose,  and  then  healed  the  physical  afflic- 
tion (which  was  visible  to  the  eye)  as  evidence  that  he 
also  had  power  to  heal  the  soul  (which  healing  was  not 
visible  to  the  eye) . 

Several  elements  of  effective  teaching  are  seen  in  this 
account.  Jesus  had  a  subject  of  interest  to  the  people;  he 
knew  his  audience;  he  had  a  visual  aid  (the  palsied  man) ; 
he  dealt  with  a  real-life  situation;  and  he  was  skillful  in 
his  presentation.  AU  of  this  made  his  point  unmistakably 
plain.  The  heahng  of  the  palsy  would  in  itself  have  made 
this  a  memorable  occasion;  but  the  Master  Teacher  struc- 
tured the  healing  into  an  event  of  even  greater  signifi- 
cance, using  it  to  deliver  the  message  of  his  divinity  so 
plainly  to  the  Pharisees  and  scribes  that  they  could  not 
possibly  misunderstand. 

In  all  this  we  see  Jesus  as  a  great  teacher,  intent  upon 
laying  the  foundations  for  the  building  of  the  kingdom  of 
God.  In  fulfilling  the  monumental  task  which  faced  him, 
Jesus  used  a  variety  of  methods  and  presentations  to  get 
the  attention  of  and  convey  gospel  principles  to  the  un- 
derstanding of  all  kinds  of  hearers,  both  the  wilhng  and 
the  reluctant.  Thus  he  went  about  his  Father's  business. 

The  most  unportant  qualification  for  a  teacher  in  the 
Church  is  a  testimony  of  the  gospel  borne  of  the  Spirit. 
The  Lord  directed  that  teachers  should  use  the  scriptures 
and  teach  by  the  Spirit,  which  will  result  in  "the  power 
of  God  unto  the  convincing  of  men."!*^  As  teachers  in  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  must  follow  his  example  and 
become  skilled  in  the  presentation  of  the  gospel,  that  we 
also  might  be  about  our  Father's  business. 


16  Matthew  4:19. 

17  John  4. 


18  Mark  2:1-11. 

19  Doctrine  and  Covenants  11:21;  42:1244;  2  Nephi  33:1. 

Course  5,  lesson  3  (September  20),  "Jesus  Christ,  a  Member  of  the  Presiding 
Council";  for  Course  10,  lesson  6  (October  11),  "The  Godhead— Jesus'  Special 
Responsibilities";  for  Course  14,  lessons  2  and  3  (September  20,  27),  "Meaning 
and  Value  of  Faith"  and  "Religious  Faith";  for  Course  17,  lesson  45  (August 
16),  "Christ— Our  Standard";  for  Course  18,  lesson  5  (October  11),  "The 
Rock  of  Faith";  for  Course  26,  lesson  2  (September  6),  "Trust  in  God";  for 
Course  27,  lesson  42  (August  23),  "Living  Waters";  to  support  family  home 
evening  lesson  4;  and  of  general  interest. 

Library  File   Reference:     JESUS   CHRIST  —  SERMONS  AND  TEACHINGS; 
TEACHING. 


WITH  OXCART  AND  COURAGE 
TO  SALT  LAKE  VALLEY" 

Flannelhoard  Story  No,  93,  by  Marie  F.  Felt 


Standing  on  the  north  side  of  the  Hyrum  Jensen 
home  at  2730  Highland  Drive,  Salt  Lake  City,  is  a 
httle  two-room  adobe  cottage,  built  in  1848.  In  this 
home  Mary  Fielding  Smith,  widow  of  the  martyred 
patriarch  Hyrum  Smith,  brought  up  her  family.  One 
of  the  children  in  her  care  was  John,  the  son  of 
Hy rum's  first  wife,  who  had  died;  he  later  became 
Patriarch  to  the  Church.  Mary's  and  Hyrum's  own 
son,  who  was  10  years  old  when  they  reached  the 
valley,  was  to  become  President  Joseph  F.  Smith, 
sixth  president  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints.^  His  son  Joseph  Fielding  Smith 
is  now  the  tenth  President  of  the  Church. 

This  is  a  story  about  Mary  Fielding  Smith,  the 
grandmother  of  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  our  Prophet 
and  President  today. 

Mary  Fielding  moved  to  Toronto,  Canada  in  1834 
from  Bedfordshire,  England,  to  be  with  her  brother 
Joseph  and  her  sister  Mercy.  One  day  something 
wonderful  happened  to  Mary  and  Joseph  and  Mercy 
Fielding.  Parley  P.  Pratt  visited  their  home  with  the 
message  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  more 
they  heard  about  the  gospel,  the  more  convinced 
they  were  that  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  was  the  true  church.  After  they  were 
baptized,  the  Fieldings  moved  from  Canada  to  Kirt- 
land,  Ohio,  where  the  main  body  of  the  saints  was 
located.  [End  of  Prologue.] 

One  day  as  the  Prophet  and  Hyrum  Smith  were 
talking  about  the  death  of  Hyrum's  wife  and  his  five 
motherless  children — all  under  the  age  of  10 — the 
Prophet  told  Hyrum  that  it  was  the  will  of  their 
Heavenly  Father  for  him  to  marry  again.  Joseph  also 

For  Course  9,  lesson  48  (August  23),  "What  It  Means  to  Be  a 
Latter-day  Saint";  for  Course  10,  lesson  5  (October  4),  "The  God- 
head— Learning  through  Our  Experiences";  for  Course  12,  lessons  6 
and  7  (October  18,  25) ,  "An  Example  of  Personal  Courage  and 
Obedience"  and  "Strength  in  the  Face  of  Adversity";  for  Course  14, 
lesson  3  (September  27),  "Religious  Faith";  for  Course  18,  lesson  5 
(October  11),  "The  Rock  of  Faith";  for  Course  19,  lesson  43  (August 
9),  "Steadfastness";  for  Course  30.  lesson  6  (October  18),  "The 
Exodus";  to  support  family  home  evening  lessons  45  and  4;  and  of 
general  interest. 

T^See  "A  Monument  to  Courage,"  by  Martha  Smith  Jenson;  The 
Instructor,  January,  1967;  page  30. 


told  Hyrum  to  take  as  his  wife  Mary  Fielding,  the 
young  English  convert  who  had  just  arrived  in  Kirt- 
land  from  Toronto,  Canada. 

As  the  wife  of  Hyrum  Smith,  life  was  not  easy 
for  Mary.  There  were  the  new  responsibilities  of 
five  little  children,  and  their  sorrow  when  the  young- 
est, Hyrum,  Jr.,  died.  And  in  time  two  more  children 
were  added  to  the  family,  as  young  Joseph  and 
Martha  were  bom  to  Mary  and  Hyrum.  There  were 
mobs  who  were  after  her  husband  and  the  saints  al- 
most continuously,  and  who  frequently  robbed  and 
molested  them.  But  during  all  of  this  persecution 
Mary  managed  to  keep  the  little  family  together 
under  the  most  trying  circumstances.  [End  of  Scene 
/.] 

One  evening  as  Mary  and  her  family  lay  sleep- 
ing in  their  home  in  Nauvoo,  news  reached  them 
that  the  Prophet  and  his  brother  Hyrum  had  been 
murdered  in  Carthage  jail.  The  family  was  stunned. 
Oh,  how  Mary  prayed  that  the  Lord  would  be  with 
her,  that  she  might  remain  faithful  to  the  Church 
and  rear  a  family  of  true  and  devoted  Latter-day 
Saints! 

One  day  in  1846,  Mary  Smith,  with  her  brother 
Joseph's  help,  loaded  her  children  and  the  few  per- 
sonal belongings  they  could  carry  on  a  flatboat.  They 
crossed  the  Mississippi  River  to  a  point  near  Mont- 
rose, Iowa.  Obtaining  some  wagons,  oxen  teams, 
cows,  and  horses  in  exchange  for  property  that  she 
owned,  Mary  Fielding  Smith  and  her  family  moved 
on  to  Winter  Quarters.  In  1848,  as  they  prepared 
to  leave  for  the  West,  the  captain  of  the  company 
to  which  they  had  been  assigned  advised  them  not 
to  start,  explaining  that  they  would  be  a  detriment 
to  the  rest  of  the  company. 

But  Mary  was  determined  to  go.  Postponing  their 

{Continued  on  following  page.) 


*  Reprinted  from  The  Instructor,  May,  1959,  page  155. 
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WITH  OXCART  AND  COURAGE  TO  SALT  LAKE  VALLEY      (Continued  from  preceding  page.) 


start  was  not  the  answer.  She  told  the  captain  that 
she  would  beat  him  to  the  valley  and  ask  no  help 
from  him.  [End  of  Scene  11. 1 

Being  an  independent,  resourceful  person,  Mary 
loaded  up  her  old  wagons — seven  in  number — then 
fastened  two  wagons  together,  yoking  up  the  cows 
and  what  oxen  she  had,  and  made  ready  for  the 
journey  to  the  valley. 

The  faith  and  courage  of  Mary  Fielding  Smith 
were  always  amazing  to  her  family.  Just  before  they 
left  on  the  journey,  one  of  the  best  yoke  of  oxen  be- 
came lost.  Young  Joseph  and  his  Uncle  Joseph  Field- 
ing hunted  a  long  time  for  these  animals  but  could 
not  find  them.  As  Joseph  returned  to  camp,  he  saw 
his  mother  on  her  knees,  pleading  with  the  Lord  in 
prayer.  She  was  asking  him  to  help  them  recover 
their  lost  team  so  that  they  could  continue  their 
journey.  As  she  arose,  she  was  smiling  and  confi- 
dent. She  knew  that  the  Lord  had  heard  her  prayers 
and  the  oxen  would  be  found. 

When  Uncle  Joseph  Fielding  came  into  camp,  he 
reported  that  the  animals  could  not  be  found.  But 
Mary  only  said,  "Never  mind.  Your  breakfast  has 
been  waiting  for  hours.  While  you  and  Joseph  eat, 
I  will  see  if  I  can  find  them." 

Without  hesitation  Mary  started  out.  She  seemed 
to  know  exactly  where  to  go.  She  went  down  to  the 
stream.  As  she  stood  almost  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  she  beckoned  to  them.  Quickly  young  Joseph 
followed  her.  There,  fastened  to  a  clump  of  willows 
growing  out  of  the  bottom  of  a  deep  gulch,  perfectly 
concealed  from  view,  were  Mary's  lost  animals.  It 
was  not  long  before  they  had  the  oxen  hitched  up 
to  the  wagon  and  were  on  their  way.  [End  of  Scene 

Some  time  later  another  amazing  thing  happened. 
As  they  moved  along  about  midway  between  the 
Platte  and  Sweetwater  Rivers,  one  of  Mary's  best 
oxen  lay  down  in  the  yoke  as  though  it  had  been 
poisoned.  Everyone  supposed  that  it  would  die.  Since 
Mary  could  not  afford  to  lose  this  good  animal,  she 
turned  once  again  to  the  Lord  for  help.  Producing 
a  bottle  of  consecrated  oil,  Mary  asked  Joseph  Field- 
ing to  administer  to  the  ox  as  he  would  to  a  sick  per- 
son. It  was  most  necessary  that  the  animal  be  re- 
stored to  health  so  that  they  could  continue  their 
journey.  After  the  administration,  the  ox  got  up 
and  within  a  few  minutes  pulled  the  yoke  as  though 
nothing  had  happened.  Three  times  this  happened, 
and  three  times  the  oxen  were  made  well.  [End  of 
Scene  IV.] 

Up  hills,  over  mountains  and  prairies,  through 
deserts  and  dangerous  Indian  country,  they  contin- 


ued the  weary,  tiresome  journey.  Each  day  brought 
them  nearer  to  their  goal. 

Finally,  Mary  and  her  family  reached  the  east 
side  of  East  Mountain  on  the  Pioneer  Trail.  Their 
weary  cattle  dragged  the  heavy  wagons  up  the  east 
side  of  the  mountain  until  they  reached  the  top.  To 
their  delight,  in  the  distance  they  could  see  the  Salt 
Lake  Valley — their  land  of  promise.  Their  hearts 
were  filled  with  peace  and  great  joy. 

The  sight  of  the  valley  ahead  spurred  Mary  and 
her  family  on  with  renewed  vigor.  It  would  not  be 
long  now  until  they  reached  their  destination.  They 
had  come  all  the  way  without  asking  help  of  anyone 
except  the  Lord  and  members  of  their  own  family. 
It  was  now  September  22,  and  in  one  more  day 
they  would  be  camped  in  Salt  Lake  Valley. 

It  was  hard  for  Mary  and  her  little  family  to 
sleep  that  night.  They  were  excited  and  thrilled,  and 
anxious  for  morning  to  come  so  they  could  continue. 

As  the  sun  rose  and  the  family  prepared  to  be 
on  its  way,  Mary  discovered  that  many  of  her  cattle 
had  strayed  in  the  night.  The  family  could  not  con- 
tinue on  without  them.  Instead  of  helping,  the  cap- 
tain ordered  the  company  to  go  on  and  leave  Mary 
and  her  family.  He  probably  remembered  what 
Mary  had  said  about  beating  him  to  the  valley,  and 
he  was  taking  no  chances  that  this  would  come  true. 
[End  of  Scene  V.] 

Young  Joseph  stayed  with  the  wagon  and  the 
teams  they  had  hitched  up  while  his  older  brother 
John  went  hunting  for  the  other  cattle.  The  company 
started  on  without  them.  Before  it  had  gone  very 
far,  however,  a  heavy  storm  broke.  The  captain  or- 
dered the  company  to  unhitch  the  teams  and  turn 
them  loose  until  the  storm  was  over. 

When  the  rain  stopped  and  the  wind  quieted 
down,  John  Smith  drove  up  with  Mary's  lost  cattle, 
and  Mary  and  her  family  started  on  toward  the  val- 
ley again.  So  anxious  were  they  to  reach  their  des- 
tination that  they  did  not  wait  to  travel  with  the 
main  company. 

On  September  23,  1848,  at  about  10  o'clock  at 
night,  they  reached  the  Old  Fort  in  Salt  Lake  Valley. 
The  next  morning  they  were  greeted  by  President 
Brigham  Young  and  others.  The  following  Sunday 
afternoon  the  Smiths  met  their  friends  in  the  com- 
pany coming  into  the  valley,  all  footsore  and  very 
tired. 

It  was  a  satisfaction  to  Mary  Fielding  Smith  and 
her  family  to  have  reached  the  valley  first,  as  she 
had  said  she  would.  For  the  blessings  that  the  Lord 
had  given  them,  she  and  her  family  would  always  be 
grateful.  [End  of  Scene  VI.'] 
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How  to  Present  the  Flannelboord  Story: 

Key  to  Flannelboord  Figures 

OT— Old  Testament;  BM— Book  of  Mormon;  NT— New 
Testament;  CH — Church  History;  ML — Modern  Life; 
PGP — Pearl  of  Great  Price;  DC — Doctrine  and  Covenants. 

Characters   and    Props    Needed    for  this    Presentation    Are: 

Mary  Fielding  Smith,  standing  (CH187).  (Prologue  and 
Scenes  I,  II,  and  IV  through  VI.) 

Joseph  Fielding,  Mary's  brother  (CH188).  (Scenes  II 
through  VI.) 

Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  (Use  figure  CH164  from  "The 
Great  White  Father  Will  Return,"  Part  I,  The  Instruc- 
tor, January,  1969,  or  any  appropriate  figure  of  Joseph 
Smith.)  (Scene  I.) 

Hyrum  Smith  (CH189).  (Scene  L) 

Mary  Fielding  Smith,  kneeling  in  prayer   (CH190).   (Scene 

Joseph  F.  Smith,  age  9  (CH191).  (Scenes  I  through  VI.) 
John  Smith,  age  16  (CH192).  (Scenes  I  through  VI.) 
Lovina,   age  21;  Jerusha,  age  12;   Sarah,   age  10;   Martha, 

age  7  (CH193).  (Scenes  I  through  VI.) 
Captain  of  the  wagon  train  (CH194).  (Scenes  II  and  V.) 
A  yoke  of  oxen  caught  in  a  clump   of  willows    (CH195). 

(Scene  III.) 
A  sick  ox  (CH196).  (Scene  IV.) 
Bottle  of  consecrated  oil  (CH197).  (Scene  IV.) 
Brigham  Young.   (Use  figure  CH176  from  "Jefferson  Hunt 

and  the  Mormon  Battalion,"  The  Instructor,  June,  1970, 

or  any  appropriate  figure  of  Brigham  Young.)    (Scene 

VL) 

Order  of  Episodes: 

Prologue:  Use  the  figure  of  Mary  Fielding  Smith  (CH187) 
and  a  picture  of  President  Joseph  Fielding  Smith  on 
the  flannelboard  as  the  prologue  is  being  told. 

Scene  I: 

Scenery:  Hyrum  Smith's  home. 

Action:  Joseph  Smith  is  talking  to  his  brother  Hyrum, 
advising  him  to  marry.  After  this  part  is  told  add 
the  figures  of  Mary  Fielding  Smith  (CH187)  and 
the  seven  children    (CH191),    (CH192),    (CH193). 


Scene  II: 

Scenery:  Outdoor  scene. 

Action:  Mary's  husband  Hyrum  has  been  killed.  She 
takes  her  family  to  Winter  Quarters  then  prepares 
to  leave  for  the  West  with  the  rest  of  the  saints. 
The  captain  of  the  company  tells  her  not  to  go  be- 
cause she  would  only  be  a  detriment  to  the  com- 
pany. She  tells  him  she  will  beat  him  to  the  valley 
without  his  help. 

Scene  III: 

Scenery:  Outdoor  scene. 

Action:  Just  before  they  begin  the  journey  Mary's  best 
yoke  of  oxen  is  lost.  Joseph  Fielding  and  Joseph  F. 
hunt  and  hunt  but  cannot  find  them.  Mary  prays, 
then  goes  out  and  finds  them  herself. 

Scene  IV: 

Scenery:  Outdoor  scene. 

Action:  One  of  Mary's  best  oxen  becomes  very  sick.  He 
lies  down  in  his  yoke  as  if  he  will  die.  She  asks  Jo- 
seph Fielding  to  use  the  consecrated  oil  and  ad- 
minister to  the  sick  animal.  The  ox  gets  well. 

Scene  V: 

Scenery:  Outdoor  scene. 

Action:  Mary's  cattle  stray  away  in  the  night  and  the 
next  morning  the  journey  cannot  be  continued 
until  they  are  found.  The  captain  of  the  company 
tells  her  the  wagon  train  cannot  wait  for  her. 

Scene  VI: 

Scenery:  Outdoor  scene. 

Action:  They  find  the  cattle  and  resume  their  journey, 
not  waiting  for  the  wagon  train  which  has  been 
stopped  because  of  a  severe  storm.  Mary  and  her 
family  reach  the  valley  first  and  are  greeted  by 
Brigham  Young. 

Flannelboard   Index   Information: 
Story  No.  93: 

FIGURES:  CH187— CH197. 

Name  Index:  Smith,  Mary  Fielding. 

Topical  Index:  Courage,  Faith,  Pioneers. 


Library   File   Reference:    PIONEERS;   SMITH,   MARY   TIELDING. 


CORRECTION 

Please  apply  the  underlisted  corrections  to  your  Quarterly 
Outline  of  Lessons  (first  quarter)  as  found  in  The  In- 
structor, July  issue,  page  271.  Since  the  Family  Home 
Evening  Manual  contains  56  lessons,  a  selection  has  been 
made  for  use  in  Sunday  School. 


COURSE  16 

COURSE  26 

Your  Part  in  the 
Lord's  Work                      Review 
(lA) 

Trust  in  God                      „     . 
,2)                             Review 

Who  Am  1?                     ^*^y.!%° 

(IB)              f^-^ijy^ 

A  Call  to  Be             Making  a  House 

Free                            a  Home 

(4)                                 (11) 

What  Is  My                    Why  Is  a 
Relationship                      Family? 
with  God?                    (Continued) 
(2)                                  (8) 

What  Is  a                  Seek  Ye  after 
Testimony?                      the  Best 
(6)                                (12) 

Where  Did  1                   "?^  f  °"  ' 

Come  From?                 .u"'^^.?, 
/-^                         Abundantly? 

^  '                                  (9) 

,      i.  .                          A  Father's 
♦«  wTJ!l5«                 Expression  of 
to  Worship               Gratitude  to  His 

^^'                          Child  (14) 

Where  Did  1               ,.,,    ^  ,..,,    ,  , 
Come  From?            ^^f."*  ^^hoj  Is 
(Continued)              Holding  Me  Back? 

(4)                                (10) 

Like  a  Child                    /?"«! 
/„,                            for  Beauty 

^^^                               (16) 

What  Is                 What  about  the 
Freedom?                   Fall  of  Man? 
(5)                                 (11) 

Preparation                     Learning 
and  Readiness                    to  Love 
C9)                                 (17) 

Are  There 

Eternal  Laws? 

(6) 

Popular, 

Famous,  Great 

(10) 
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Superintendents 


How  the  Merger  of 
Magazines  Affects  Me 


In  the  July  issue  of  The  Instruc- 
tor details  were  printed  regarding 
the  merger  of  The  Instructor,  The 
Improvement  Era,  The  Children's 
Friend,  The  Relief  Society  Maga- 
zine, and  Impact  (a  seminary  pub- 
lication) into  three  magazines:  one 
for  adult  readers,  one  for  youth 
readers,  and  one  for  child  readers. 

It  is  important  that  all  Sunday 
School  officers  and  teachers  and 
other  subscribers  to  The  Instruc- 
tor understand  how  this  merger 
affects  their  subscriptions  and  what 
they  must  do  to  insure  receiving 
every  remaining  copy  of  The  In- 
structor to  be  published  as  well  as 
the  new  publications. 

We  anticipate  that  the  following 
questions  might  be  asked: 

Question:  "/  have  subscribed  to 
The  Instructor  for  many  years. 
On  March  25,  1970  /  renewed  my 
subscription  and  prepaid  it  until 
April  1,  1973.  How  can  I  receive 
full  value  for  the  payment  I  made?'' 

Answer:  Issues  of  The  Instruc- 
tor will  be  mailed  to  you  through 
December,  1970.  After  January  1, 
1971  you  will  be  mailed  the  same 
number  of  issues  of  the  new  adult 
magazine  as  you  would  have  re- 
ceived of  The  Instructor.  As  an 
alternative,  you  may  obtain  a  re- 
fund of  the  cash  balance  due  you 
by  returning  the  coupon  included 
in  this  issue  (page  307)  or  the  July 
issue  of  The  Instructor. 

Question:  "My  subscription  to 
The  Instructor  expires  in  August, 
1970.  Shall  I  renew  my  subscrip- 
tion or  wait  until  January  and 
subscribe  to  one  or  more  of  the  new 
magazines?" 

Answer:  Through  the  December 
issue  The  Instructor  will  have  in- 
spiring articles  helpful  to  teachers 


of  the  Church.  The  new  magazines 
will  also  be  filled  with  helpful,  in- 
spiring articles.  You  will  not  want 
to  miss  a  single  issue. 

The  subscription  rate  of  The  In- 
structor is  now  $4.00  per  year.  The 
rate  of  the  new  adult  magazine  will 
also  be  $4.00  per  year.  Renew  your 
subscription  now  and  you  will 
automatically  receive  the  new 
adult  magazine  after  the  first  of 
the  year. 

Question:  ''My  subscription  to 
The  Instructor  expires  in  Octo- 
ber, 1970.  How  can  I  be  assured  of 
getting  every  remaining  issue  of 
The  Instructor  to  be  printed  and 
the  first  issues  of  the  new  maga- 
zine for  adults?" 

Answer:  It  is  necessary  for  the 
subscription  department  to  clear  a 
period  of  several  months  when  sub- 
scriptions cannot  be  renewed.  Dur- 
ing this  period  all  subscriptions  to 
The  Instructor,  The  Improvement 
Era,  The  Relief  Society  Magazine, 
The  Children's  Friend,  and  Impact 
will  be  reviewed  in  light  of  sub- 
scribers' instructions  to  apply  the 
remaining  subscription  values  to 
the  new  adult  magazine  or  to  re- 
fund the  difference.  Therefore,  to 
get  continuity  of  delivery,  if  your 
subscription  expires  in  September, 
October,  November,  or  December 
of  1970,  you  must  renew  your  sub- 
scription before  August  31,  1970. 

No  Instructor  subscriptions  will 
be  renewed  between  Septerriber  1, 
1970  and  January  1,  1971.  Any 
subscriptions  received  during  that 
period  will  be  processed  after  Jan- 
uary 1,  1971.  In  brief,  all  sub- 
scribers whose  subscriptions  expire 
between  now  and  the  first  of 
the  year  should  renew  their  sub- 
scriptions immediately  at  the  sub- 


scription rate  of  $4.00  per  year. 
Single  issues  will  still  be  available 
at  40  cents  each. 

Question:  "Will  the  children's 
magazine  contain  articles  for  teach- 
ers who  teach  children?" 

Answer:  No.  The  children's  mag- 
azine will  be  written  for  children 
to  read.  The  youth  magazine  will 
be  written  for  youth  to  read.  Ar- 
ticles for  teachers  who  teach  chil- 
dren, youth,  or  adults  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  adult  magazine. 

Question:  "How  will  we  as  Sun- 
day School  administrators  get  in- 
formation regarding  the  operation 
of  our  Sunday  Schools,  special  pro- 
grams, instructions  to  superinten- 
dents, etc.?" 

Answer:  The  Sunday  School 
will  publish  a  monthly  bulletin, 
copies  of  which  will  be  sent  to  every 
stake  superintendent  for  distribu- 
tion to  ward  Sunday  School  super- 
intendents in  monthly  stake  leader- 
ship meeting.  This  will  require 
the  special  attention  of  each  stake 
superintendent  to  be  certain  that 
each  ward  superintendent  receives 
these  necessary  instructions  re- 
quired to  operate  his  Sunday 
School  in  harmony  with  the  recom- 
mended program. 

Question:  "What  will  happen  to 
the  position  of  The  Instructor 
use  director?" 

Answer:  The  Instructor  use  di- 
rector should  continue  with  his 
present  assignment  until  a  maga- 
zine representative  is  appointed  by 
the  bishop,  at  which  time  the  posi- 
tion will  be  abolished.  The  maga- 
zine representative  will  represent 
all  three  publications  starting  Jan- 
uary 1,  1971  and  will  report  direct- 
ly to  the  bishop. 
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Question:  ''What  effect  does 
this  have  on  the  Sunday  School 
teaching  support  team?" 

Answer:  The  responsibility  of 
promoting  the  use  of  enrichment 
material  now  held  by  The  Instruc- 


tor use  director  will  be  assigned  to 
the  teaching  aids  specialist. 

As  years  go  by,  the  final  issues 
of  The  Instructor  will  increase  in 
historic  interest  and  become  a  col- 
lector's item.  Every  subscriber  will 
want  to  make  certain  that  he  re- 


ceives each  of  the  remaining  issues 
of  The  Instructor  by  checking  his 
subscription  date  and  taking  the 
necessary  action  to  assure  their 
delivery  to  his  home. 

— Asst.  General  Superintendent 
Royden  G.  Derrick. 


Answers  to  Your  Questions 


Ward  Teacher  Trainers 

Q.  Is  it  appropriate  to  have  two 
ward  teacher  trainers,  one  to  work 
with  the  pre-service  course  and  the 
other  to  work  with  the  in-service 
teachers? 

A.  We  feel  this  approach  has 
great  merit  and  suggest  that  it  be 
implemented. 

Prayer  in  Sunday  School 

Q.  When  may  women  and  chil- 
dren offer  the  prayer  in  Sunday 
School?      — Grand  Coulee  Stake. 

A.  In  the  senior  Sunday  School 
and  Junior  Sunday  School  worship 
services  women  and  children  may 
be  asked  to  offer  the  prayer.  Those 
who  pray  do  not  need  to  hold  the 
priesthood.  However,  qualifications 
may  be  prescribed  by  the  bishop. 

Guidebooks 

Q.   Are   Sunday   School   guide- 


books   now   available,   and   if   so 
where  may  they  be  purchased? 

— Southern  States  Mission. 
A.  Guidebooks  are  now  available 
and  may  be  purchased  at  the  Gen- 
eral Church  Distribution  Center, 
33  Richards  Street,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah  84111. 

Reassembly 

Q.  Is  reassembly  of  the  senior 
Sunday  School  after  the  class 
period  recommended? 

A.  Reassembly  in  senior  Sunday 
School  is  not  recommended  for 
several  reasons.  First,  remaining  in 
class  for  dismissal  gives  many  per- 
sons the  opportunity  to  offer  a  dis- 
missal prayer  before  their  class 
members.  Second,  it  extends  the 
class  period  for  another  seven  to 
ten  minutes.  Under  this  system, 
however,  there  should  be  a  uniform 
time  for  the  dismissal  of  all  classes. 

— The  General  Superintendency . 


Memorized  Recitations 


COMING   EVENTS 

September  6, 1970 

Class  Advancement 

(Northern  Hemisphere) 

New  Courses  Begin 


October  2, 3, 4, 1970 
General  Conference 


October  1,2,3,4,1970 

Sunday  School 
Departmental  Sessions 


October  2, 1970 

Sunday  School  Conference 

(General  Session) 


October  3, 1970 
Superintendents  Breakfast* 

*For  stake  Sunday  School  superinten- 
dencies,  stake  presidencies,  and  high 
councilors  representing  Sunday  Schools. 


for  October,  1970     . 

The  following  scriptures  should 
be  memorized  by  students  in 
Courses  14  and  16,  respectively, 
during  August  and  September,  and 
recited  in  unison  during  the  Sun- 
day School  worship  service  for 
October  fast  day. 

Course  14: 

(Paul  warns  the  Galatians 
against  apostasy.) 


"I  marvel  that  ye  are  so  soon  re- 
moved from  him  that  called  you 
into  the  grace  of  Christ  unto  an- 
other gospel: 

"Which  is  not  another;  but  there 
be  some  that  trouble  you,  and 
would  pervert  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

"But  though  we,  or  an  angel  from 
heaven,  preach  any  other  gospel 
unto  you  than  that  which  we  have 
preached  unto  you,  let  him  be 
accursed." 

— Galatians  1:6-8. 


Course  16: 

(Paul  explains  the  promise  of 
the  resurrection.) 

"For  since  by  man  came  death, 
by  man  came  also  the  resurrection 
of  the  dead. 

"For  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so 
in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive." 

—1  Corinthians  15:21,  22. 
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For  Faculty  Meeting  Enrichment 

Considering  the  great  objective  of 

teaching — to  change  lives — lesson 

presentations  might  well  be  geared  .  .  . 

Toward  More 
Involvement 

by  Wallace  E.  Allrfd* 


A  sailor,  reluctantly  fulfilling  his  required  obliga- 
tion of  the  time  honored  KP  potato  peeling,  acciden- 
tally cut  his  forefinger.  Upon  reporting  to  the  dis- 
pensary, he  was  confronted  with  two  doors  which 
were  labeled: 


INJURIES 


ILLNESS 


Without  hesitation  he  chose  the  door  marked 
injuries"  and  entered.  Once  inside,  he  found  him- 
self facing  two  other  doors  with  labels  which  read: 


a 


BODY 


APPENDAGES 


Noting  that  the  finger  was  still  appended  to  his 
hand,  he  went  through  the  door  intended  for  such 
extremities  and  now  saw  two  additional  doors  with 
their  attached  signs: 


BRUISES- 
ABRASIONS 


Looking  again  at  the  finger,  and  with  a  bit  of 
apprehension,  he  slowly  opened  the  door  marked 
"cuts"  and  was  greatly  dismayed  when  he  saw  before 
him  still  two  more  doors  marked: 


BLEEDING 


NOT 
BLEEDING 


Although  frustrated  and  somewhat  exasperated, 
the  sailor  observed  that  by  this  time  the  blood  had 
stopped  flowing.  He  dejectedly  gave  the  "not 
bleeding"  door  a  shove — and  found  himself  back  out 
in  the  street. 


*  Wallace  E.  AUred  is  an  assistant  professor  of  Education  at  Brig- 
ham  Young  University.  His  wife  is  Bonnie  L.  Molman;  the  couple 
have  four  children. 


How  analogous  is  this  simple  story  to  the  weekly 
Sunday  School  classroom  experience  encountered  by 
many  of  our  Latter-day  Saints?  How  often  do  we 
as  teachers  talk  our  students  through  a  series  of 
"appropriately  labeled  doors" — gospel  principles — 
then  assume  the  necessary  treatment  has  been  ad- 
ministered and  received  and  will  be  evidenced  by  a 
positive  change  in  the  behavior  of  the  students,  when 
in  reality  we  have  just  led  them  down  the  same  old 
paths,  posed  the  same  old  questions,  elicited  the 
same  old  responses,  smiled,  nodded,  and  acknowl- 
edged to  ourselves  that  we  have  somehow  survived 
one  more  week,  and  sent  them  on  their  way?  That 
is,  they're  "back  out  in  the  street"  with  little  chance 
that  the  treatment  received  will  effect  much  of  a 
change  toward  healing  the  wounds  of  the  soul  which 
were  present  when  they  came  to  us  an  hour  earlier. 

Historically,  teachers  have  often  been  prone  to 
talk  at  their  students  rather  than  with  them.  Un- 
fortunately, "teacher  talk"  does  not  always  imply 
student  learning.  In  fact,  of  all  classroom  activities 
conducive  to  emotional  and  intellectual  growth, 
student  discussion  seems  to  be  the  most  fruitful.  Sur- 
prisingly enough,  in  some  situations,  it  is  even  pos- 
sible and  desirable  to  establish  a  learning  climate 
where  the  teacher  says  little  or  nothing  and  where 
the  responsibility  for  growth  experience  rests  pri- 
marily with  the  students. 

But  planning  and  directing  effective  classroom 
discussions  requires  skill.  One  of  the  first  and  most 
difficult  tasks  of  the  Sunday  School  teacher  is  to 
create  in  the  classroom  the  kind  of  atmosphere  in 
which  the  students  feel  free  to  speak  candidly  about 
their  spontaneous  or  deliberated  impressions  of  life, 
about  gospel  principles,  and  about  personal  ideas. 
Many  students  come  to  the  classroom  inhibited  in 
their  expression  by  pressure  from  family,  friends,  or 
former  students.  Many  have  learned  to  say  what 
they  feel  we  want  to  hear  rather  than  what  they 
really  feel  in  the  depths  of  their  personalities.  As 
the  first  prerequisite  to  the  growth  of  learning 
through  class  discussion,  we  must  tear  down  these 
barriers.  We  must  build  up  among  our  students  a 
conviction  that  we  really  want  free  and  trutjiful  ex- 
pression of  opinion  in  our  class. 

Discussions  revolve  around  questions.  In  work- 
ing for  good  class  discussions,  each  teacher  shou|d 
strive  to  become  the  greatest  question-asker  since 
Socrates.  The  effective  direction  of  questions  i^  a 
skill.  It  requires  careful  analysis  and  development, 
but  the  results  are  well  worth  the  effort.  The  right 
questions  at  the  right  time  can  elicit  creative  re- 
sponses from  all  students,  even  the  backward  ones. 

To  encourage  backward  boys  and  girls  we  can 
deliberately  ask  them  questions  to  which  we  feel 
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they  can  make  some  meaningful  response  (maybe 
even  assigning  questions  a  week  in  advance  so  as  to 
avoid  "putting  them  on  the  spot"),  or  we  can  ask 
them  to  come  to  the  front  of  the  class  and  speak. 
The  one-minute  talk  on  a  predetermined  topic  is  an 
ideal  involvement  technique  for  any  age  group.  By  a 
wise  use  of  panel  discussions  or  symposia  we  can  also 
encourage  some  of  the  backward  students  of  the 
class  and  allow  them,  along  with  all  others,  to  de- 
velop leadership  as  a  group,  speaking  in  cooperation 
with  each  other,  and  evoking  questions  and  com- 
ments from  the  class.  In  the  interview  we,  have 
the  essence  of  the  richest  kind  of  conversational 
technique — repeated  and  persistent  invitations  to 
the  other  person  to  express  himself. 

Many  other  question-and-discussion  methods  en- 
courage active  student  participation,  but  regardless 
of  the  technique  we  must  help  each  student  feel  he 
no  longer  wishes  to  keep  his  ideas  to  himself  (al- 
though there  are  times  when  it  is  not  prudent  to 
trespass  on  his  solitude — silence  can  often  provoke 
more  thinking  than  talking  does).  We  must  make 
each  student  feel  that  the  classroom  is  a  happy  place. 
The  classroom  should  welcome  all  shades  of  experi- 


ence and  many  differences  of  opinion  as  the  essence 
of  growth,  leading  to  the  discovery  and  acceptance 
of  truth  and  righteous  principles.  We  wish  each  stu- 
dent to  be  a  rich,  unique  individual  in  his  own  right. 

It  is  easy  for  us,  as  teachers,  to  assume  the  role 
of  the  wise  admonisher,  settling  questions  by  the 
authority  of  age  and  experience;  and  this  approach 
to  training  children  has  many  advantages  if  we  ex- 
pect them  to  be  silent  and  accepting.  But  if  we  ex- 
pect a  free  flow  of  truthful,  inquiring  speech  in  our 
classes,  we  must  convince  our  students  that  we  are 
open  to  the  evaluation  of  all  ideas  impartially,  draw- 
ing out  each  opinion  as  fully  as  we  can  in  as  many 
ways  as  is  possible  and  appropriate. 

Rather  than  being  teachers  only  in  the  traditional 
"I'U-talk-you-sit-stiU-and-listen"  sense,  let  us  become 
more  effective  directors  of  varied  learning  opportuni- 
ties which  open  many  doors,  so  that  each  student 
passing  through  will  receive  corrective  treatment  for 
individual  spiritual  growth,  rather  than  a  series  of 
"telling"  experiences  which  finally  lead  him  "back 
out  in  the  street,"  where  he  came  from. 
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Our  Worshipful 
Hymn  Practice 

Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  October 


Hymn:  "Come,  O  Thou  King  of 
Kings";  author,  Parley  P.  Pratt;  com- 
poser, unknown;  Hymns — The  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
No.  20. 

One  of  the  most  gifted  and  re- 
markable men  the  Church  has  pro- 
duced was  Parley  Parker  Pratt. 
His  eloquent  pen  and  dynamic 
spirit  are  still  recognized  as  con- 
tributors to  an  enlargement  of  our 
present-day  horizons.  Upon  his  dis- 
covery of  the  early  Church  in  Pal- 
myra he  was  immediately  im- 
pressed and  was  soon  baptized.  His 
vigorous  and  indomitable  character, 
together  with  his  natural  gifts  and 
talents,  were  used  to  great  advan- 
tage by  the  then  little-known  de- 
nomination which  was  to  make 
such  an  impact  upon  the  world  in 
a  very  short  time.  Among  his  con- 
tributions are  many  favorite  hymns 
found  in  the  present  collection; 
his  own  words  deaUng  with  this 
authorship  are  interesting: 

When  these  poems  were  written 
the  author  had  no  intention  of 
compiling  them  in  one  volume. 
They  sprang  into  existence  one 
after  another  as  occasion  called 
them  forth,  at  times  and  in  places 
and  under  circumstances  widely 
varying.  Some  came  forth  upon  the 
bank  of  the  far-famed  Niagara,  and 
some  were  the  plaintive  strains 
poured  from  a  full  heart  in  the 
lonely  dungeons  of  Missouri  where 
the  author  was  confined  upwards 
of  eight  months  during  the  late 
persecution.  Some  were  poured 
forth  from  the  top  of  the  White 
Mountains  in  New  Hampshire, 
and  others  were  uttered  while  wan- 
dering over  the  flowery  plains  and 
wide  extended  prairies  of  the  West, 
and  some  in  the  forest;  some  were 


the  melting  strains  of  joy  and  ad- 
miration in  contemplating  the  ap- 
proaching dawn  of  that  glorious 
day  which  shall  crown  the  earth 
and  its  inhabitants  with  universal 
peace  and  rest;  and  others  were 
produced  on  the  occasion  of  tak- 
ing leave  of  my  family,  friends,  or 
the  great  congregation,  on  a  mis- 
sion to  other  and  distant  parts, 
and  some  were  wrung  from  a  bos- 
om overflowing  with  grief  at  the 
loss  of  those  who  were  nearest  and 
dearest  to  my  heart. ^ 

Parley  P.  Pratt  began  writing  at 
a  very  early  age.  Some  of  his  work 
was  included  in  the  Latter-day 
Saint  hymnbook  collated  by  Em- 
ma Smith  according  to  instruc- 
tions given  through  her  prophet- 
husband  and  published  in  1835.  As 
indicated  above,  Brother  Pratt's 
inventive  mind  was  frequently  trig- 
gered by  the  many  trials  he  was 
forced  to  undergo,  and  the  present 
hymn  was  written  during  dire  per- 
secution. It  is  a  plea  to  the  Father 
of  all  mankind  to  come  quickly  to 
set  his  people  free  from  the  suffer- 
ing which  seemed  a  part  of  their 
daily  existence — a  plea  for  him  to 
gather  them  within  the  shelter  of 
his  arm.  It  is  a  prayer  that  wick- 
edness might  soon  be  reviled  and 
righteousness  prevail  on  earth — 
and  that  all  saints  might  join  in  a 
triumphant  hymn  of  praise. 

These  ideas  may  be  self-evident 
to  discerning  musicians  and  peo- 
ple sensitive  to  the  imagery  of 
the  neatly  turned  phrases;  but  it 
is  too  frequently  apparent  as  one 
observes  and  participates  in  var- 
ious sacred  services  throughout  the 


^Quoted  by  J.  Spencer  Cornwall  in  Stories 
of  Our  Mormon  Hymns;  Deseret  Book  Com- 
pany, Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1961;  page  29. 


land  that  those  in  charge  of  the 
music  are  not  showing  enough  sen- 
sitivity to  the  qualities  of  the 
hymns.  They  are  unable  to  infuse 
them  with  the  same  life  and  fervor, 
say,  as  Parley  P.  Pratt  must  have 
felt  when  he  wrote  this  month's 
hymn.  In  his  prococative  little  book 
"...  A  More  Excellent  Way,"  Neal 
A.  Maxwell  makes  this  significant 
statement: 

It  does  little  good  to  speak  and 
write  brilliantly  about  a  concept 
such  as  "eternal  progression"  if  we 
are  unconcerned  with  daily  im- 
provement, .  .  .^ 

The  application  of  such  advice  to 
church  music  seems  almost  too  ob- 
vious to  mention;  and  yet  week 
after  week  many  church  musicians 
approach  their  assignments  with- 
out advance  preparation,  with  the 
same  vice-like  grip  on  the  baton, 
with  even  the  same  tempos  applied 
to  every  hymn,  and  with  very  lit- 
tle understanding  of  the  meaning 
of  the  text  and  its  implications  in 
the  lives  of  those  who  are  asked  to 
sing  it.  Little  wonder  that  some  in 
the  congreg£ltion  often  look  upon 
the  hymn-singing  as  a  period  to  be 
endured  rather  than  enjoyed.  Ob- 
viously every  aspect  of  the  service 
should  enhance  the  mood  of  com- 
munion with  Deity,  and  musicians 
who  do  less  than  their  best  in  this 
respect  should  take  stock  of  them- 
selves to  find  ways  in  which  im- 
provement can  be  made. 

Many  hymns  are  written  in  such 
a  way  that  a  suitable  ending  place 
may  be  found  after  almost  any 
stanza,  and  such  is  the  case  here; 

{Concluded  on  page  312.) 

2Neal  A.  Maxwell,  "...  A  More  Excellent 
Way";  Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  1969;  page  30. 
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Junior  Sunday  School  Music  Period  for  the  Month  of  October 


Hymn:  "A  Sacramental  Song,"  words 
and  music  by  Moiselle  Renstrom  (C-1) ; 
"Happy  Children,"  music  by  Dorothy 
Brown   (B-43);  Sing  With  Me. 

For  October  song  practice  intro- 
duce only  "A  Sacramental  Song" 
on  the  first  Sunday.  If  it  begins  to 
take  shape  by  the  second  Sunday, 
then  introduce  "Happy  Children" 
toward  the  end  of  this  music  peri- 
od. Use  only  as  many  of  the  follow- 
ing steps  as  can  comfortably  be  ac- 
complished by  the  children  on  the 
first  Sunday.  Review,  and  continue 
with  the  rest  of  the  steps  on  fol- 
lowing Sundays. 

In  using  the  SHOW-DISCUSS- 
APPLY  plan  of  the  Sunday  School 
Pre-Service  Teacher  Training  Pro- 
gram, the  peculiar  demands  of  mu- 
sic need  attention:  Musical  sound 
is  primarily  a  recent  memory.  It 
cannot  be  held  still  like  a  picture 
while  discussion  occurs.  Therefore, 
neat  divisions  of  show-discuss-ap- 
ply  are  often  impossible,  and  the 
three  steps  merge  or  occur  simul- 
taneously. 

SHOW,  of  course,  means  pre- 
senting to  any  of  the  child's  per- 
ceptive senses,  not  merely  the 
visual  sense.  DISCUSS  means  op- 
portunity for  the  child  to  respond 
individually  to  what  his  senses 
have  perceived.  In  musical  experi- 
ence   this    response   often   occurs 


simultaneously  with  the  aural 
stimulus,  as  the  child  moves  to 
show  what  he  is  perceiving.  For 
example,  his  hands  may  show  high 
and  low  pitch,  or  he  may  vocally 
reproduce  sounds  at  the  same  time 
his  ear  is  perceiving  those  sounds, 
etc.  APPLY  often  occurs  simul- 
taneously with  the  "discuss"  or 
trying-it-out  phase,  or  follows  im- 
mediately after.  For  example: 

The  teacher  sings  a  phrase 
(SHOW  step). 

Children  sing  the  phrase  and 
show  pitch  contours  with  their 
hands  (DISCUSS  step). 

Children  sing  the  phrase  as  part 
of  the  total  song  without  teacher 
help  (APPLY  step). 

"A  Sacramental  Song" 

Introduction:  The  conductor 
could  say:  "As  we  listen  to  our  new 
hymn,  decide  whether  the  music 
seems  to  be  a  gay  song  welcoming 
us  to  Sunday  School;  a  quiet,  rev- 
erent prayer  song;  or  a  song  to 
march  to.  If  it  seems  to  be  a  gay 
song,  put  a  big  smile  on  your  face 
and  shake  hands  with  yourself 
(children  practice  this  response). 
If  it  seems  to  be  a  reverent  prayer 
song,  fold  your  arms  and  bow  your 
head  (children  practice  this  re- 
sponse). If  it  seems  to  be  a  song 
to  march  to,  lift  your  feet  as  though 


you  were  marching  (children  prac- 
tice this  response)." 

Show-Discuss  Step  #1:  Have 
the  accompanist  play  the  music 
through  once;  let  children  indicate 
their  response.  If  there  is  indeci- 
sion, try  each  of  the  three  re- 
sponses and  discuss  them.  A  child 
who  indicates  "marching,"  for  ex- 
ample, is  often  responding  to  his 
intrigue  with  this  kind  of  move- 
ment rather  than  from  closely  at- 
tending to  the  mood  of  the  music. 
Do  not  force  the  "correct"  response 
at  this  point. 

Show-Discuss  Step  #2:  The  con- 
ductor or  other  soloist  sings  both 
verses  with  accompaniment.  "How 
do  you  think  the  composer  (the 
lady  who  wrote  this  song)  felt 
about  her  music:  gay  welcome, 
prayer,  or  march?  Let's  listen,  for 
she  tells  us  in  the  words.  .  .  .  What 
special  kind  of  prayer  is  in  this 
song?"  (Answer:  a  prayer  about 
the  sacrament.) 

Show-Discuss  Step  #3:  Have  an 
articulate  priest — preferably  one 
who  blessed  the  sacrament  earlier 
— give  a  sincere,  brief  statement  of 
what  the  sacrament  means  to  him; 
why  it  is  sacred;  how  we  should 
behave  during  its  passing. 

Show-Discuss  Step  #4:  As  the 
(Concluded  on  page  312.) 


Organ  Music  To  Accompany  October  Sacrament  Gems 
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October  Sacrament  Gems 

Senior  Sunday  School 

"For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the 
gospel  of  Christ:  for  it  is  the  power 
of  God  unto  salvation."^ 
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Junior  Sunday  School 

"Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart: 
for  they  shall  see  God."^ 


^Romans  1:16. 
^Matthew  5:8. 
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If  there's  a  communications  problem  in  your  home, 
perhaps  you  could  benefit  from  the  suggestions  of 
one  teen-ager  who  lived  with  his  parents  and  15 
brothers  and  sisters  ... 


UNDER 
ONE  ROOF 

by  Scott  Crookston'^ 

About  a  year  ago  I  was  in  the  home  of  my  favor- 
ite aunt,  having  one  of  our  "man-to-man"  talks.  This 
time  the  discussion  consisted  mainly  of  my  griping 
about  the  way  things  seemed  to  go  at  home,  through 
cycles  of  disorganization  with  everyone  having  to 
change  rooms  and  roommates,  the  fact  that  my 
parents  wouldn't  always  drop  everything  for  long 
discussions  whenever  I  felt  so  inclined,  and  what  I 
felt  was  a  letup  of  discipline  with  my  younger 
brothers  and  sisters. 

Since  my  aunt  had  always  endured  my  ramblings 
with  humor  and  sympathy,  I  was  startled  to  have 


her  look  me  straight  in  the  eye  and  demand  seriously, 
"Just  what  are  you  doing  about  it?" 

"Aunt  Melva,"  I  exclaimed,  "I  thought  you  were 
on  my  side!"  I  tried  to  make  it  seem  flip,  but  even 
in  my  ears  I  sounded  like  my  whiney  little  brother. 

Then  my  aunt  nailed  me  right  to  the  wall  with 
some  of  the  best  advice  I've  ever  had.  "Scott,"  she 
said,  "whenever  you  find  you're  no  longer  getting 
anything  out  of  an  organization,  maybe  it's  time  for 
you  to  get  on  the  giving  end." 

Those  words  really  impressed  me.  I  decided  then 
that  I  would  especially  look  for  that  angle  whenever 
I  heard  any  of  my  teen-age  friends  griping  about 
their  homes  or  parents.  I  figured  if  they  were  any- 
thing like  me  it  would  bring  them  up  short  when  I 
asked,  "Well,  now  that  you're  a  big  boy,  just  how 
much  time  do  you  spend  every  day  helping  your 
folks  or  doing  things  around  the  house  to  make  it 
better?" 

Of  course,  you  can't  go  around  saying  things  like 
that  if  you  live  in  a  glass  house  yourself.  So  I  fig- 
ured I'd  better  take  Aunt  Melva's  viewpoint  and  at 
least  try  to  better  the  situations  I'd  been  shouting 
about. 

Upset-the-Fru it-Basket  Affair 

First,  I'd  complained  about  the  recent  upset-the- 
fruit-basket  affair  of  everybody  changing  bedrooms 
again.  And  believe  me,  even  with  only  eight  of  my 
15  brothers  and  sisters  now  living  at  home,  there  still 
seems  to  be  an  infinite  number  of  variations  we  have 
not  tried  yet!  So  the  next  time  Mom  got  that  rest- 
less gleam  in  her  eye,  I  asked,  "Why?" 

She  told  me,  and  I  sat  down  and  listened.  It 
seems  that  a  situation  with  nine  children  growing  a 
whole  year  older  and  going  through  a  new  "stage" 
every  12  months  just  naturally  calls  for  changes  in 
the  bedroom  line-up.  Here  it  had  been  going  on  for 
years,  and  I  hadn't  even  noticed  that  whenever  any 
of  us  reached  12  to  14  Mom  always  managed  to  give 
us  a  room  alone  for  the  privacy  a  person  needs  to  get 
through  that  growing-up  spurt  when  he  can't  seem 
to  get  along  with  himself,  let  alone  anyone  else. 

Then,  too,  anyone  in  a  family  of  any  size  knows 
there  are  bound  to  be  personality  conflicts  with  dif- 
ferent people  at  different  times.  Right  at  this  time, 
Mom  explained  to  me,  my  11 -year-old  brother  David 
felt  he  was  too  big  to  room  with  "the  little  kids," 


Art  by  Jerry  Harston. 


For  Course  12,  lesson  5  (October  11),  "Growth  Requires  Harmony 
in  Spite  of  Differences";  for  Course  16,  lesson  8  (November  8), 
"Why  Is  a  Family?"  for  Course  25,  lesson  44  (August  2),  "Commit- 
ment to  Change";  for  Course  26,  lesson  11  (November  1),  "Making  a 
House  a  Home";  to  support  family  home  evening  lessons  44  and  11; 
and  of  general  interest. 

*Scott  Tyler  Crookston,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  B.  Crookston, 
is  a  student  at  Provo  High  School,  Provo,  Utah,  where  he  is  the 
vice  president  and  former  president  of  his  seminary  class.  An  ac- 
complished pianist,  school  band  and  choir  member,  Scott  also  has 
worked  as  an  assistant  art  teacher  at  Dixon  Junior  High  School  and 
serves  as  teachers  quorum  president  in  the  Pleasant  View  2nd  Ward 
East  Sharon  (Utah)  Stake. 
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and  yet  he  couldn't  get  along  with  his  brother  a 
year  older.  The  last  move  had  given  him  a  room 
alone,  but  he  wasn't  quite  grown  up  enough  for  that 
either.  He  kept  bribing  one  of  the  little  boys  to  sleep 
with  him  at  night,  causing  the  brother  left  behind 
to  yell  because  he  was  scared  to  sleep  in  a  room  alone. 
Poor  Mom!  Here  I'd  thought  all  this  time  she  just 
moved  everyone  around  because  she  enjoyed  it  or 
something. 

I  had  been  reveling  in  a  room  all  to  myself  since 
my  twin  brothers  left  on  their  missions  and,  since 
we  are  lucky  enough  to  have  9  bedrooms  in  our  home, 
I  had  more  or  less  taken  it  for  granted  that  I  would 
have  it  this  way  until  I  left  for  my  own  mission.  But 
suddenly,  now,  I  realized  space  wasn't  the  problem. 
So  before  I  could  change  my  mind,  I  took  a  deep 
breath  while  I  mentally  polished  my  halo  and  said, 
"Do. you  think  David  might  like  to  share  a  room 
with  me?" 

I  didn't  know  Mom  could  move  so  fast.  I  didn't 
get  a  chance  to  even  think  about  reconsidering. 

Big-Brother  Hero  Role 

You  know,  what  surprises  me  most  about  this 
whole  deal  is  how  much  I've  gotten  out  of  it.  I  just 
didn't  know  how  much  fun  you  could  have  with 
someone  that  much  younger.  Maybe  it's  a  little  bit 
the  big-brother-hero  role  I'm  getting  a  kick  out  of. 
But  any  time  I  feel  Hke  company  to  go  on  a  hike, 
or  just  to  take  a  walk  along  the  river  at  the  end 
of  our  street,  David  jumps  at  the  chance.  I  don't 
even  have  to  go  to  concerts  alone  any  more  now  my 
older  sisters  are  married,  because  he'll  sit  through 
two  whole  hours  of  music  just  to  get  to  go  some- 
where with  me.  He  really  listens  on  the  way  when 
I  try  to  explain  what  the  program  is  going  to  be 
about.  Then,  on  the  way  home,  I'm  really  amazed 
at  how  much  he  has  to  offer;  I  never  dreamed  a  kid 
that  age  could  understand  so  much  about  music.  It 
seems  I  just  keep  getting  surprises  in  nearly  every- 
thing we  talk  about.  In  fact,  it  has  caused  me  to 
Usten  a  lot  closer  to  everyone. 

Mom  has  always  said  I  was  the  worst  one  in  the 
family  about  picking  up  my  things  and  keeping  my 
room  clean.  Now  I  actually  do  better  because  I 
can't  very  well  let  my  Uttler  brother  show  me  up. 
It  keeps  me  on  my  toes,  and  I  don't  put  things  off 
like  I  used  to.  I'm  sure  my  future  missionary  com- 
panions are  going  to  appreciate  this  change  in  my 
habits. 

Like  They  Say  About  Happiness 

The  communications  problem  is  pretty  well 
smoothed  out,  and  the  whole  family  has  noticed  how 
much  happier  David  is  now;  even  I  can  see  the  dis- 


cipline problem  has  taken  a  noticeable  turn.  It  gives 
me  real  satisfaction  to  know  I've  succeeded  in  the 
goal  I  set  for  myself  of  helping  David.  I  guess  all  the 
benefits  I  receive  that  are  so  unexpected  are  Uke 
they  say  about  happiness:  You  can't  get  it  by  pur- 
posely going  after  it;  it's  a  result  of  doing  something 
for  someone  else. 

I've  learned  another  lesson  since  rooming  with 
David,  too. 

I'd  been  complaining  around  home  about  not 
getting  Mom  and  Dad  to  drop  things  and  talk  some- 
thing over  whenever  I  wanted.  I  guess  my  problems 
always  seemed  urgent  to  me  right  at  the  time, 
whether  my  parents  were  involved  with  someone  or 
something  else  or  not;  and  when  they  didn't  always 
respond,  I  decided  there  wasn't  much  point  in  trying 
to  talk  to  Mom  and  Dad. 

Then  came  the  breakthrough.  David  had  started 
going  with  me  on  my  paper  route — without  my  even 
asking,  just  to  help  me.  When  the  motorcycle  I  was 
delivering  papers  on  broke  down,  I  started  to  carry 
the  paper  bags  over  my  shoulders,  and  David  and  I 
walked  the  route  together.  Then  one  day  the  paper 
bags  disappeared — they're  still  missing  and  I'm  still 
baffled — which  meant  we  had  to  walk  three  or  four 
times  as  far,  making  trips  back  and  forth  from  the 
house  carrying  what  papers  we  could  in  our  arms.  I 
was  giving  the  route  up  in  another  month  for  a  better 
job  and  didn't  want  to  buy  new  paper  bags. 

With  two  cars  in  the  driveway,  I  decided  this 
walking  was  stupid,  even  though  I  well  knew  the 
family  poUcy  against  taking  cars  on  paper  routes. 
(The  folks  had  persistently  proved  it  did  not  pay — 
for  them,  anyway.)  So,  one  morning  I  took  the  car 
without  permission.  It  was  raining,  and  I  figured 
I  had  a  pretty  good  case.  No  one  seemed  to  notice, 
and  nothing  was  said  about  it.  I  was  a  Httle  late 
getting  started  the  following  morning,  so  I  decided 
to  chance  it  again.  Soon  I  was  taking  the  car  every 
morning. 

The  no-car  rule  had  been  in  effect  six  years, 
since  the  day  after  the  twins  got  their  driver's  li- 
censes, and  I  was  knowingly  and  deliberately  dis- 
obeying it!  No  power  struggle  was  involved.  I  knew 
the  rule  was  firmly  entrenched  and  I'd  pretty  much 
gotten  out  of  the  habit  of  trying  to  catch  Mom  and 
Dad  to  talk  about  things  like  that.  Instead  I  de- 
cided that  if  I  got  caught  the  punishment  probably 
wouldn't  be  any  worse  than  all  that  senseless  extra 
walking  every  morning. 

I  was  into  the  second  week  of  "borrowing"  the 
car  when  my  older  brother  found  out  and  snitched 
to  my  folks.  Sure  enough,  punishment  came.  I  was 
forbidden  to  use  the  car  for  anything  at  aU  until 

{Concluded  on  page  305.) 
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During  the  music  period  in 
Junior  Sunday  School,  children 
are  becoming  "doers  of  the 
word"  as  they  learn  to  enjoy  .  .  . 


and  not  hearers  only."  (James  1:22.)  Letters  came  in 
asking  how  to  make  other  pitches  so  that  the  "bells" 
could  be  used  in  other  hymns. 

In  May,  1969  (page  177),  The  Instructor  carried 
the  dimensions  for  the  entire  C  scale  plus  a  source^ 
for  having  the  instruments  made  if  one  did  not  make 
his  own.  Subsequent  issues  gave  instructions  for 
F-sharp,  B-flat,  low  B  and  high  D. 

Using  1/ 
the  lengths  are 


1^"  diameter,  thin-wall  electrical  conduit. 


c 

12  9/16" 

D 

11  7/8" 

E 
11  3/16" 

F 

10  27/32 

G 

10  1/4" 

A 

9  5/8" 

B 

9  3/32" 

C 

8  25/32" 

LowB 
L2  29/32" 

F# 
10  18/32" 

Bflat 
9  17/32" 

HighD 
8  9/32" 

THE  SOUND 
OF  BELLS 


by  D.  Evan  Davis 

In  January,  1968,  a  suggestion  was  made  in  The 
Instructor  (page  23)  for  a  "bell"  descant  to  enrich 
the  Junior  Sunday  School  hytnn  for  the  month  of 
March.   Two  homemade  conduit  bells  were  recom- 

r 

mended  in  an  effort  to  let  the  children  become  more 
involved  in  the  music — to  become  "doers  of  the  word, 

LaBelle  Barry  helps  Elizabetff.  Tate  as  Leslie  Killpack  waits 
her  turn.  The  child  must  "think  the  music,"  listen  to  it, 
and  listen   for  his   turn   while   another   child   is   playing. 


In  regional  conferences,  January  through  Juaie, 
1970,  stake  coordinators  saw  a  filmstrip,  "Doers  of 
the  Word."  Excerpts  from  the  narrated  text  are  given 
here  so  that  conductors,  accompanists  and  other  Sun- 
day School  workers  may  understand  the  underlying 
premises  for  involving  children  more  deeply  in  Sun- 
day School  experiences: 

It  was  revealed  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  that 
'^whatever  principle  of  intelligence  we  attain  unto  in 
this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us  in  the  resurrection.  And 
if  a  person  gains  more  knowledge  and  intelligence  in 
this  life  through  his  diligence  and  obedience  than 
another,  he  will  have  so  much  the  advantage  in  the 
world  to  come." 

A  person  gains  intelligence  through  his  diligence 


^Send  60c  per  bell,  specifying  which  bells  are  desired,  plus  one 
dollar  for  shipping  and  handling,  to  Rock  Canyon  Enterprises,  P.O. 
Box  584,  Provo,  Utah  84601. 

This  class  will  play  a  hymn  as  part  of  their  inspirational 
presentation  in  two  weeks.  General  board  member  D. 
Evan  Davis  assists  Course  8  children  in  their  classroom. 
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^'^^mmffm  p«(    vm. 


A  simple  instrument  creates  involvement.  All  are  inter- 
ested as  LaBelle  Barry  helps  Becky  Tate  play  a  bell  part 
to  "Hosannah."    [Orem  13th  Ward,  Sharon  {Utah)  Stake,'] 


Conduit  bells  are  usually  used  one  per  child  so  that  more 
children  can  take  part.  However,  one  conductor  set  the 
bells   up   in   a   frame   for   occasional    use    by    one   player. 


and  obedience,  or  in  other  words,  through  his  experi- 
ences. .  .  .  The  members  of  the  child  area  commit- 
tee of  the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  want 
children  during  Sunday  School  to  be  provided  with 
experiences  that  will  enhance  and  enlarge  their  abil- 
ities to  think,  feel,  and  act.  We  want  them  to  be 
"doers"  of  the  words  as  well  as  '%earers.^' 

Certain  conditions  are  necessary  for  learning  to 
take  place.  The  learner  must  have  direct  contact 
whenever  possible  (through  his  senses)  with  actual 
objects,  events,  or  circumstances.  .  .  .  Opportunity 
must  be  provided  for  the  learner  to  do  (or  put  into 


practice)  that  which  he  needs  to  learn  to  do.  .  .  .  He 
must  be  put  into  situations  to  evaluate  his  needs  and 
solve  his  problems  independent  of  others. 

The  worship  service  of  the  Junior  Sunday  School 
can  be  a  valuable  time  in  providing  children  with 
learning  experiences.  The  inspirational  presentation 
and  music  period  provide  time  for  children  to  DO 
and  SAY. 

The  pictures  provided  with  this  article  show  ways 
some  conductors  are  using  conduit  bells  to  provide 
DOING  experiences  with  music. 
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(Concluded  from  page  303.) 


further  notice,  and  David  and  I  started  to  set  the 
alarm  for  4:30  instead  of  5:30  every  morning. 

Then  came  the  morning  when  I  got  sick.  I  stayed 
in  bed  with  a  high  fever  and  David  talked  Mom  into 
driving  him  on  the  route — all  86  places.  Boy,  that's 
real  love!  That  evening  after  the  little  kids  were 
settled  in  bed,  she  and  Dad  asked  me  to  come  into 
their  room  a  minute.  And  would  you  beUeve  it!  She 
had  already  informed  Dad  that  she  thought  the 
reason  I'd  gotten  sick  was  because  I  wasn't  getting 
enough  rest,  and  in  her  opinion  I  had  gotten  myself 
into  an  impossible  situation.  And  instead  of  shrug- 
ging it  off  and  saying  I'd  just  have  to  hack  it,  they 
had  decided  that  I  could  use  the  car  every  morning 
for  my  two  remaining  weeks  on  the  route.  All  other 
restrictions  were  also  lifted. 


I  guess  I  looked  so  startled,  sitting  there  speech- 
less, that  Dad  said,  "Look,  Scott,  even  though  you 
got  yourself  into  such  a  bind,  we  love  you  and  want 
to  help  you.  If  you  would  just  explain  to  us  about 
a  situation  so  we'd  understand,  then  we  could  try 
to  work  it  out  together.  After  all,  since  we  do  love 
you,  we're  never  against  what  is  really  best  for  you. 
Just  remember  we  are  on  the  same  side.  I  think 
we'll  usually  be  able  to  work  things  out,  if  you'll  try 
to  fit  in  a  time  to  talk  to  us  when  we  can  listen." 

Input  equals  output.  Aunt  Melva  was  right.  Suc- 
cessful family  living  takes  the  cooperation  of  every 
member  of  the  family.  When  they  say  it  all  boils 
down  to  communication,  you'd  better  believe  it! 
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THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON  IS  RELEVANT  TODAY- 
SECOND    IN   A   SERIES 


INLAID  WITH  <3g 

INNUMERABLE  INSIGHTS 


by  Neat  A.  Maxwell 


One  of  the  relevant  functions  of  an  ancient  reli- 
gious record  is  to  provide  readers  not  only  with  doc- 
trinal purity  but  with  a  longitudinal  look  at  a  society 
or  a  culture  as  it  falls  short  or  measures  up  to  the 
demanding  standards  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Along  with  the  Old  Testament,  the  Book  of  Mormon 
gives  us  a  special  span  of  time  and  history  which  is 
inlaid  with  innumerable  insights  bearing  on  today's 
world.  Some  of  these  insights  deal  with  the  interplay 
of  feelings  and  behavior. 

People  "Past  Feeling" 

C.  S.  Lewis  put  it  well  when  he  wrote: 

The  more  often  a  man  feels  without  acting,  the 

less  he  will  ever  be  able  to  act,  and  in  the  long  run, 

the  less  he  will  ever  be  able  to  feel. 

Our  capacity  to  feel  controls  our  behavior  in 
many  ways.  It  was  Jesus'  striking  sensitivity  to  the 
needs  of  those  about  him  that  made  it  possible  for 
him  to  respond  in  action. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  spiritual  spectrum  are 
individuals  depicted  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  as  being 
"past  feeling"  Nephi's  reproof  to  his  erring  broth- 
ers notes  their  increasing  insensitivity  to  things 
spiritual:  "[God]  hath  spoken  unto  you  in  a  still 
small  voice,  but  ye  were  past  feeling,  that  ye  could 
not  feel  his  words."  (1  Nephi  17:45.) 

When  we  become  too  encrusted  with  error,  our 
spiritual  antennae  atrophy  and  we  slip  beyond  reach. 
This  can  happen  to  virtually  whole  peoples.    In  his 


For  the  general  use  of  Course  12;  for  Course  17,  lesson  46  (August 
23),  "Further  Study  of  the  Scriptiires";  for  Course  28,  lessons  1  and 
5  (September  6,  October  4),  "Purpose  and  Value  of  Scriptural  Rec- 
ords" and  "The  Peoples  of  the  Book  of  Mormon";  for  Course  29, 
lesson  39  (August  2),  "Christ  Guides  His  Church  and  People";  and 
of  general  interest. 


lamentation  to  his  son  Moroni,  Mormon  notes 
the  deterioration  of  Nephite  society  in  a  citation  of 
symptoms,  among  which  was  a  wickedness  so  pro- 
found that  Mormon's  people  were  described  by  him 
as  being  "past  feeling."  (Moroni  9:20.)  The  Apostle 
Paul  likened  the  destructive  lasciviousness  of  church 
members  in  Ephesus  with  their  having  developed 
such  insensitivity  in  their  satiation  that  they  were 
"past  feeling."  (Ephesians  4:19.)  The  celebration  of 
sensation  merely  robs  us,  ironically,  of  the  capacity 
to  feel.  A  sex-saturated  society  cannot  really  feel 
the  needs  of  its  suffering  members  because  instead 
of  developing  the  love  that  looks  outward,  it  has 
turned  selfishly  inward.  Imperviousness  to  the 
promptings  of  the  still,  small  voice  can  put  us  among 
those  who  have  ears  but  cannot  hear. 

One  of  the  great  services  rendered  to  us  all  by 
the  Church — in  addition  to  bringing  us  pure  doc- 
trine and  the  ordinances  of  salvation — is  the  subtle 
and  direct  pressure  to  perform  as  Christians  ought; 
the  Church  keeps  us  feeling  and  acting  so  that  con- 
science and  conduct  coalesce  in  a  blend  of  exhorta- 
tion and  experience. 

Sick  societies  seldom  suffer  from  just  one  disease, 
but  rather  have  several  sicknesses  simultaneously. 
Mormon,  in  Moroni,  chapter  9,  notes,  in  addition  to 
his  people's  being  "past  feeling,"  the  following  symp- 
toms: "They  have  lost  their  love,  one  towards  an- 
other" (verse  5).  "[They]  are  without  civilization" 
(verse  11).  "They  are  without  order  and  without 
mercy"  (verse  18).  "They  have  become  strong  in 
their  perversion"  (verse  19).  "They  are  without  prin- 
ciple" (verse  20).  Decay  at  several  levels  had  en- 
gulfed this  people,  and  while  one  must  be  careful 
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about  developing  an  indicator  list  that  is  cavalierly 
and  simplistically  applied  to  modem  conditions,  the 
relevancy  of  key  symptoms  should  not  escape  us 
today. 

Unchastify 

At  another  time  in  Nephite  history  the  Prophet 
Jacob  denounced  unchastity,  which  was  apparently 
widespread.  Noting  the  wives  with  broken  hearts, 
the  children  who  had  lost  confidence  in  their  un- 
chaste fathers  and  whose  young  but  shattered  and 
sobbing  hearts  moved  the  prophet  to  great  anguish, 
Jacob  observed  how  the  consequences  of  unchastity 
included  a  condition  in  which  "many  hearts  died, 
pierced  with  deep  wounds."  (Jacob  2:35.)  There  are 
clearly  psychological  scars  left  in  the  wake  of  un- 
chastity, however  sophisticated  the  society  may  be- 
lieve itself  to  be,  which  can  cause  a  kind  of  inner 
death  with  resultant  bitterness  or  equally  disabling 
and  profound  passivity.  The  children  pay  a  price. 
Witness  what  might  be  called  the  "Sayonara  syn- 
drome" which  is  reflected  in  many  thousands  of 
young  Japanese  men  and  women  now  coming  of  age 
who  were  fathered  by  American  servicemen  and 
abandoned — cruelly  stranded  between  two  cultures 
without  fathers!  Time  and  time  again  the  harsh  con- 
sequences of  a  heedless  "eat,  drink,  and  be  merry" 
life-style  are  underscored  by  the  Book  of  Mormon 
in  the  longitudinal  look  it  gives  to  us  of  a  real  people 
under  the  real  pressures  of  real  life.  We  must  not 
lose  our  capacity  for  love,  our  order,  our  civilization, 


our  morality,  the  confidence  of  our  children,  or  our 
capacity  to  feel! 

Sorrowing  of  th«  Damned 

Another  major  insight  in  Nephite  scripture  that 
can  help  us  understand  the  plight  of  people  trying 
to  extricate  themselves  from  the  emotional  entangle- 
ments of  sin  is  found  in  Mormon  2:12-14.  Again,  a 
large  number  of  people  appear  to  be  repenting,  but 
only  superficially.  Mormon  describes  their  regret  as 
"the  sorrowing  of  the  damned"  because  they  have 
found  themselves  in  a  psychological  no-man's-land, 
shorn  of  old  behavior  patterns  but  without  the  real 
contrition  that  could  bring  them  renewal,  spiritual 
support,  and  joy.  Often  we  see  those  who  cannot 
take  pleasure  any  longer  in  sin,  but  who  cannot  sor- 
row unto  full  repentance.  As  Thomas  Merton  ob- 
served, it  is  not  enough  just  to  leave  Egypt;  one 
must  also  travel  to  the  Promised  Land.  Too  many 
of  us  simply  leave  our  "Egypts,"  thinking  that  act 
by  itself  is  enough — only  to  find  ourselves  in  a  vast 
wilderness.  God  can  put  us  on  the  path  to  the  Prom- 
ised Land — ^home — if  we  are  really  serious  about 
changing  our  lives. 

The  above  insights  show  the  interplay  of  feelings 
and  behavior  in  individuals  and  in  large  groups  in 
such  a  way  that  our  awareness  of  these  truths  vali- 
dated centuries  ago  can  help  us  to  be  more  effective 
teachers,  leaders,  parents,  and  followers — today! 
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TRUE  KNOWLEDGE 
OF  THE  TRINITY 


by  Richard  0.  Cowan 


A  correct  understanding  of  the  character  and 
attributes  of  God  is  basic  to  true  religion.  The  Lord 
commanded  ancient  Israel,  "Thou  shalt  have  no 
other  gods  before  me."  (Exodus  20:3.)  And  Christ 
associated  knowledge  of  God  with  the  great  gift  of 
eternal  life:  "And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might 
know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ, 
whom  thou  hast  sent."  (John  17:3.)  In  these  latter 
days,  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  has  taught  that  the 
first  article  of  our  faith  is  a  belief  in  the  Godhead 
and  that  the  first  principle  of  the  gospel  is  "faith  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
affirms  that  the  truth  about  God  was  taught  in  its 
simplicity,  beauty,  and  power  in  New  Testament 
times.  As  divine  authority  and  revelation  ceased  to 
function  in  the  church  and  the  darkness  of  apostasy 
covered  the  earth,  this  truth  was  lost.  It  was  not 
until  the  Father  and  the  Son  appeared  to  Joseph 
Smith  in  1820  and  inaugurated  the  dispensation  of 
the  fulness  of  times  that  this  knowledge  was  again 
made  known  to  men. 

The  New  Testament  teaches  clearly  that  the 
three  members  of  the  Godhead  are  separate  persons. 
For  example,  when  Jesus  was  baptized, 

.  .  .  The  heaven  was  opened,  and  the  Holy  Ghost 
descended  in  a  bodily  shape  .  .  .  and  a  voice  came 
from  heaven,  which  said,  Thou  art  my  beloved  Son; 
in  thee  I  am  well  pleased.  (Luke  3:21-22;  see  also 
Matthew  3:13-17;  Mark  1:10-11.) 

Joseph  Smith  said: 

The  sign  of  the  dove  was  instituted  before  the 
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Smith — the  Great  Latter-day  Prophet";  for  the  general  use  of  Course 
10;  for  Course  14,  lesson  5  (October  18),  "Three  Persons  in  the 
Godhead";  for  Course  30,  lesson  1  (September  13),  "Origin  of  The 
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creation  of  the  world,  witness  for  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  the  devil  cannot  come  in  the  sign  of  a  dove.  The 
Holy  Ghost  is  a  personage,  and  is  in  the  form  of  a 
personage.  .  .  .  The  Holy  Ghost  cannot  be  trans- 
formed into  a  dove;  but  the  sign  of  a  dove  was  given 
to  John  to  signify  the  truth  of  the  deed.  .  .  .^ 

Baptisms  today  are  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  Instructions  given  to 
Joseph  Smith  by  the  Lord  in  1843  on  the  Godhead 
were: 

The  Father  has  a  body  of  flesh  and  bones  as 
tangible  as  man's;  the  Son  also;  but  the  Holy  Ghost 
has  not  a  body  of  flesh  and  bones,  but  is  a  person- 
age of  Spirit.  Were  it  not  so,  the  Holy  Ghost  could 
not  dwell  in  us.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  130:22.) 

"So  God  created  man  in  his  own  image,  in  the 
image  of  God  created  he  him;  male  and  female 
created  he  them."  (Genesis  1:27;  see  also  Hebrews 
1:1-3.)  Christ  and  all  men  are  created  in  God's 
image.  Following  his  resurrection  Christ  invited  the 
apostles  to  feel  his  body  of  flesh  and  bones,  and  thus 
proved  to  them  that  he  was  not  just  a  spirit: 

. . .  Jesus  himself  stood  in  the  midst  of  them,  and 
saith  unto  them,  Peace  be  unto  you.  But  they  were 
terrified  and  .  .  .  supposed  that  they  had  seen  a 
spirit.  And  he  said  unto  them,  Why  are  ye  troubled? 
,  .  .  Behold  my  hands  and  my  feet,  that  it  is  I  my- 
self: handle  me,  and  see;  for  a  spirit  hath  not  flesh 
and  bones,  as  ye  see  me  have.  (Luke  24:36-39.) 

There  are  several  witnesses  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment to  Christ's  glory.  Peter,  James,  and  John  at 
the  time  of  Christ's  Transfiguration;  Paul  at  the 
time  of  his  conversion  on  the  road  to  Damascus;  and 


*  Reprinted  from  The  Instructor,  January,  1961,  page  35. 

^Teachings  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  compiled  by  Joseph 
Fielding  Smith;  Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1967; 
page  276. 
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John  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revelation  all  speak  of 
Christ's  glory  in  terms  of  great  light  and  brightness. 

Our  Savior,  acting  under  the  direction  of  the 
Father,  is  the  only  mediator  between  God  and  man. 
Writing  to  Timothy,  Paul  said:  "For  there  is  one 
God,  and  one  mediator  between  God  and  men,  the 
man  Christ  Jesus."  (1  Timothy  2:5.)  Therefore,  the 
Lord  specifically  instructed  his  followers  to  pray 
directly  to  the  Father  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

When  revelation  ceased  to  guide  the  early  church, 
these  basic  truths  were  lost.  Under  the  influence  of 
pagan  philosophy.  Christian  thinkers  tried  to  explain 
how  the  Christians  could  be  monotheists,  worship- 
ping only  one  God,  while  at  the  same  time  recognizing 
three  members  in  the  Trinity.  Several  explanations 
were  advanced: 

The  Adoptionists  felt  that  Christ  was  merely  a 
mortal  man  who  attained  such  a  perfection  of  holi- 
ness that  he  was  adopted  as  the  Son  of  God  and 
exalted  to  divinity. 

The  Modalists  considered  God  as  being  only  one 
person,  but,  like  an  actor,  successively  playing  the 
roles  of  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost. 

The  Council  of  Nice,  called  by  the  Emperor  Con- 
stantine  in  A.D.  325,  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
traditional  Christian  doctrine  about  God.  The  Ni- 
cene  Creed  reads  in  part: 

We  believe  in  one  God,  the  father,  .  .  and  in 
one  Lord,  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  begotten  of 
the  Father  ,  .  .  of  the  substance  of  the  Father.  .  .  / 

The  Athanasian  Creed  later  expounded  a  similar 
doctrine: 

We  worship  one  God  in  Trinity,  and  Trinity  in 
Unity,  neither  confounding  the  persons;  nor  divid- 
ing the  substance.  For  there  is  one  person  of  the 
Father,  another  of  the  Son,  and  another  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  But  the  Godhead  of  the  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Ghost,  is  all  one.  .  .  .* 

Following  some  confusion  over  the  human  and 
divine  in  Christ,  the  Council  of  Chalcedon  decided 
in  451  A.D.  in  favor  of  two  natures  before  birth  and 
one  personality  after  birth.  Gradually  the  idea  of  a 
personal  God  was  lost.  God  became,  rather,  the 
"First  Cause"  or  the  power  filling  the  whole  universe. 
The  Church  of  England  creed  reflected  such  think- 
ing by  stating,  "There  is  but  one  living  true  God, 
everlasting,  without  body,  parts  or  passions.  .  .  .* 

Another  shift  in  doctrine  came  when  men  began 
to  stress  the  justice  of  God,  and  then  fear  him  as  a 


-B.  H.  Roberts,  Outlines  of  Ecclesiastical  History,  fourth  edition; 
The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  1924;  page  189. 

3B.  H.  Roberts,  Outlines  of  Ecclesiastical  History;  page  190. 

'*B.  H.  Roberts,  Outlines  of  Ecclesiastical  History;  page  191. 


judge.  This,  combined  with  the  loss  of  a  clear  under- 
standing of  God's  personality,  led  the  people  to  for- 
get him  as  their  loving  Father;  and  thus  they  began 
to  turn  to  "saints"  to  fill  the  gap  and  act  as  inter- 
mediaries between  God  and  man. 

Even  though  some  of  the  Reformers  revived  an 
interest  in  the  love  of  God,  without  revelation,  they 
could  not  restore  a  true  and  complete  understanding 
of  God's  person. 

This  is  the  background  behind  the  confusion  in 
religion  which  led  Joseph  Smith  to  turn  first  to  the 
Bible  and  then  to  prayer  for  an  answer  to  his  ques- 
tions: "Which  church  is  true?  Which  church  should 
I  join?"  Little  did  he  know  as  he  entered  the  grove 
to  "ask  of  God"  that  his  simple  prayer  of  faith 
would  lead  to  the  opening  of  a  new  dispensation  of 
the  gospel  and  a  restoration  of  the  true  knowledge 
of  the  Godhead.  His  First  Vision  is  a  matter  of 
history,  and  he  reported: 

.  .  .  /  saw  a  pillar  of  light  exactly  over  my  head, 
above  the  brightness  of  the  sun,  which  descended 
gradually  until  it  fell  upon  me.  .  .  .  When  the  light 
rested  upon  me  I  saw  two  Personages,  whose  bright- 
ness and  glory  defy  all  description,  standing  above 
me  in  the  air.  One  of  them  spake  unto  me,  calling 
me  by  name  and  said,  pointing  to  the  other — THIS 
IS  MY  BELOVED  SON.  HEAR  HIM!  (Joseph 
Smith  2:16, 17.) 

Several  truths  were  revealed  to  young  Joseph  by 
this  single  experience: 

1.  The  members  of  the  Godhead  are  three  sep- 
arate persons. 

2.  The  Father  and  Son  have  actual  bodies,  in 
whose  image  man  was  created. 

3.  Their  glory  and  brightness  defy  all  descrip- 
tion, but  Joseph  was  permitted  to  see  them  and  bear 
record  to  the  truth  of  what  he  saw,  for  the  Holy 
Ghost,  the  third  member  of  the  Godhead,  "(whose 
power  had  also  been  felt  on  that  sacred  occasion) 
had  borne  record  to  his  soul .  .  .  that  the  Father  and 
the  Son  were  two  glorified  Personages  in  the  express 
image  of  each  other.  "^ 

God  shall  give  unto  you  knowledge  by  his  Holy 
Spirit,  yea,  by  the  unspeakable  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  that  has  not  been  revealed  since  the  world  was 
until  now.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  121:26.) 

4.  The  Son  operates  under  the  direction  of  the 
Father. 

5.  People  can  pray  to  God  without  any  interces- 
sors and  receive  answers. 


sBruce    R.    McConkie,    Mormon    Doctrine;    Bookcraft,    Salt    Lake 
City.  Utah,  1966;  pages  285-287.   (See  also  Moses  1:14,  15.) 
Library   Pile    Reference:    APOSTASY;    GODHEAD;    TRINITY. 
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Media  can  be  handled  successfully  in  a  classroom 
of  four-year-olds  if  you  .   .   . 

KEEP 

IT 
SIMPLE! 

by  F.  Linden  Castle* 

Linda  Allen  walked  slowly  down  the  hall  of  the 
meetinghouse.  Her  eyes,  usually  sparkling  and  gay, 
were  turned  downward  in  thought. 

"Good  morning,  Linda."  A  resonant,  kindly  voice 
came  through  her  thoughts. 

"Oh,  Brother  Roberts!  You  are  just  the  person  I 
need  most  this  morning." 

"What  can  be  so  bad  that  it  troubles  a  blithe 
spirit  like  Linda  Allen?"  Brother  Roberts'  eyes 
twinkled  good-naturedly  as  he  spoke. 

Linda  smiled  at  him  and  replied,  "You  remember 
I  was  in  your  teacher  training  class  a  while  back. 
Now  I've  been  called  by  Bishop  Knudsen  to  teach 
the  four-year-olds.  I  was  thinking  about  them  as  I 
came  down  the  hall.  Could  you  take  a  few  minutes 
to  help  me?" 

A  Real  Experience 

"Room  five  appears  to  be  open,  perhaps  we  can 
talk  better  in  there,"  Brother  Roberts  replied,  mo- 
tioning her  to  enter.  "We  may  want  to  use  this  black- 
board to  help  us  organize  our  thinking  about  your 
class.  Now,  what  were  your  thoughts  about,  back 
there  in  the  hall?" 

"Well,  I  remembered  how  you  encouraged  us  to 
use  all  good  teaching  methods  and  media,  in  balanced 
fashion,  but  I  was  concerned  that  it  might  be  diffi- 
cult to  keep  control  of  everything  if  I  tried  to  have 
these  young  children  handling  too  many  objects  in 
class." 

"You're  quite  right,  Linda.  The  key  is — keep  it 
simple  and  know  your  children!  Remember,  children 
do  not  really  play  or  work  as  teams  at  this  age.  They 


For  Course  3,  lesson  12  (October  25),  "Our  Heavenly  Father  Has 
Wisely  Planned  a  Time  for  Us  to  Rest";  for  Course  4,  lesson  7 
(October  18),  "Our  Heavenly  Father  Plans  for  Me";  for  Course  5, 
lesson  1  (September  6),  "Presiding  Council  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heav- 
en";  and  of  particular  interest  to   teachers  of  young  children. 

*F.  Linden  Castle  took  his  B.S.  and  M.S.  degrees  from  Utah 
State  University  and  currently  works  as  a  teacher  and  a  salesman 
for  Meridian  Publications.  A  convert  to  the  Church  in  1939,  Brother 
Castle  has  served  as  a  stake  high  councilor  and  is  now  a  counselor 
in  the  Fresno  First  Ward  bishopric,  Fresno  East  (California)  Stake. 
His  wife  is  Claris  Reese;   the  couple  have  four  children. 


operate  in  a  parallel  manner —  alongside  one  another; 
so  each  individual  should  have  his  own  materials  and 
his  own  task." 

"Let  us  take  a  specific  example  then,"  said  Linda. 
"Next  week  we  are  going  to  be  exploring  the  concept 
'Heavenly  Father  Plans  for  me.'  I  want  to  make  the 
lesson  a  real  experience  in  loving,  caring,  and  provid- 
ing on  their  level.   How  do  I  do  it?" 

"Think  in  terms  of  techniques  that  will  fit  any 
specific  objects  you  may  be  using,"  Brother  Roberts 
responded.  "You  will  need  to  plan  ahead  and  gather 
realia — things  that  can  be  touched,  bent,  wiggled, 
molded,  cut,  fitted,  matched,  patched,  glued,  painted 
or  stapled — by  a  four-year-old,  who  has  only  gross 
muscle  coordination.  He  will  need  to  be  able  to  do 
any  of  these  tasks  in  a  short  time  because  his  interest 
span  is  short.  Each  task  should  be  structured  so  that 
he  can't  help  but  succeed.  Praise  him!  Praise  his 
success!  Show  the  rest  of  the  class  his  glorious,  heady 
moments  of  achievement!" 

To  Keep  Confroi 

"But,"  interrupted  Linda,  "suppose  I  have  all 
these  things  gathered  and  planned — how  do  I  make 
sure  everything  goes  as  planned?" 

"You  will  have  pre-arranged  the  materials  so  that 
they  are  at  hand  and  can  be  easily  seen  and  demon- 
strated. To  be  sure  of  yourself,  have  a  few  practice 
run-through  rehearsals  with  your  niece.  She  is  just 
about  that  age,  isn't  she?" 

Linda  nodded. 

"Arrange  your  class  in  a  semi-circle  so  that  all  the 
children  can  see  and  be  seen.  Have  them  as  close  to 
you  as  possible  so  that  you  can  hand  out  materials 
easily.  Now  tell  them  the  big  idea!  Explain  to  them 
enthusiastically  and  thoroughly,  but  in  a  simple  man- 
ner, what  you  expect  them  to  do.  Test  with  ques- 
tions to  see  if  they  understand  your  instructions." 

Dramatically  Brother  Roberts  clapped  his  hands 
and  said,  "Hand  out  the  material!  Then,  Linda — 
help,  supervise,  observe,  comment  to  specific  children 
about  their  specific  task.  Move  smoothly  from  child 
to  child.  Don't  spend  too  much  time  with  any  one 
individual." 

Brother  Roberts  paused,  and  sensing  that  Linda 
was  following  his  comments,  he  went  on,  "When  about 
half  of  the  children  have  completed  the  task,  start 
a  display.  Gently  remind  the  class  that  time  is  near- 
ly up.  Encourage  and  help  the  last  ones  to  finish 
quickly  and  place  their  projects  in  the  display  area." 

"I  can  see  how  that  will  help  me  control  the  ac- 
tivities all  the  time  if  I  do  it  that  way,"  nodded  Lin- 
da. "I  was  just  thinking,  as  you  were  talking,  that 
I  might  use  some  little  toy  animals,  one  for  each 
child.  We  could  discover  what  kind  of  planning  we 
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would  need  to  do  for  them.  We  would  need  to  pro- 
vide them  with  certain  necessities  if  we  put  them  in 
a  new  environment.  We  couldn't  just  lock  them  in  a 
cage  and  forget  them.  Perhaps  in  this  way  children 
could  make  the  transition  to  planning  for  people  by 
using  a  doll.  Everyone  could  think  of  the  things  we 
would  need  to  plan  for  the  new  baby  we  were  sending 
to  live  with  new  parents.  Well,  I  know  it  will  take  a 
lot  more  thinking  through,  but  it  is  the  germ  of  an 
idea." 

Brother  Roberts,  smiling  his  encouragement,  said, 
"It  is  a  good  start.  I'm  glad  to  hear  you  say  it  needs 
more  planning  and  techniques  such  as  we  have  been 
considering." 

Your  Desired  Goal 

"Please  go  on,  Brother  Roberts,"  Linda  urged. 
"What  should  I  do  next?" 


"While  everyone  is  bathed  in  the  warm  glow  of 
success  and  the  teacher's  approval,  you  have  a  magi- 
cal moment  to  culminate  the  lesson.  If  you  could 
have  a  demonstration  in  which  the  children  instruct 
you  and  describe  the  procedure  of  planning  and  car- 
ing for  a  baby  step  by  step,  you  could  pull  all  their 
attention  to  you  and  direct  it  to  your  desired  goals." 

"Oh,  thank  you!  I  knew  you  could  help  if  any- 
one could." 

Brother  Roberts  shook  Linda's  hand  warmly  as 
he  said  quietly,  "Don't  forget  to  ask  your  Heavenly 
Father's  help  also.  You  see,  I  believe  that  was  part 
of  his  planning  for  us  too." 

Linda's  step  was  firm  and  her  smile  bright  as  she 
walked  down  the  hall  after  leaving  room  five. 


Library   File    Reference : 
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Some  little  toy  animals,  one  for  each  child. 


We  would  need  to  plan  for  the  new  baby. 
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JUNIOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MUSIC  PERIOD  FOR  THE  MONTH   OF  OCTOBER 

accompanist  plays  and  the  soloist  dren  to  sing  words  and  move 
sings  the  two  verses  again,  help  through  pretend  movements  of 
children  discover  the  slow  swing  of  sipping  water,  partaking  of  bread, 
two's  in  this  meter,  doing  soft,  etc. 
slow  CLAP-snap  of  hands. 

Show-Discuss  Step  #5:  Accom- 
panist plays  the  melody  only;  chil- 
dren hum.  Find  the  long,  slow 
phrases  by  moving  hands  from 
palms-together  position  out  in  op- 
posite half-circles,  and  back  to 
hands-together  position  for  each 
phrase 

Transposed  into   number  nota- 
tion the  children  will  play: 
In2's: 


Show-Discuss  Step  #8:  On  a 
subsequent  Sunday,  when  the  chil- 
dren can  almost  sing  the  song 
without   help,   have   five   children 

per 


hold   conduit  bells. 

one   1 

)ell 

child: 

EGA 

B 

C 

3          5          6 

7 

8 

While  I  drink  the  water 
And  eat  the  broken  bread 


(TT) 


(£1 


I'll  be  so  very  quiet 
And  always  bow  my  head. 

Show-Discuss  Step  #6:  The  con- 
ductor hums  or  sings  on  "loo"  the 
melody  to  the  first  phrasef,  indicat- 
ing up  and  down  pitch  contour 
with  hand.  The  children  then  echo 
the  conductor's  first  phrase,  indi- 
cating pitch  contour  with  their 
hands.  The  conductor  observes  and 
helps  with  any  problem  spots.  Con- 
duct the  second  phrase  similarly. 

Show-Discuss  Step  #7:  Conduc- 
tor sings  the  words  to  the  first 
verse,  displaying  in  sequence  a 
sacramental  cup  of  water,  a  piece 
of  bread,  index  finger  to  lip  in  "si- 
lence" gesture,  head  bowed  and 
arms  folded.  Repeats,  inviting  chil- 


While  I      drink  the      wa  -  ter 

All  children  in  Sunday  School  are 
encouraged  to  sing  the  numbers 
softly,  either  as  the  bells  play  or 
before  or  after  they  play. 

The  balance  of  the  first  phrase 
may  then  be  played: 


The    first    half   of    the    second 
phrase  reads: 

5    (? 

And  the  second  phrase  concludes: 

3 


13 


"Happy  Children" 

This  song  has  the  rolhcking 
swing  so  characteristic  of  com- 
pound meter.  Notice  the  sound  of 


(Concluded  from  page  301.) 

the  music  has  a  swing  of  two's — 
not  sixes  as  some  people  try  liter- 
ally, but  mistakenly,  to  interpret 
6/8. 

Children  will  enjoy  responding 
to  the  following  as  they  learn  the 
song: 

1.  The  back-and-forth  swing  of 
two's. 

2.  The  skipping  rhythm  of  the 
melody  and  the  left  hand  of  the 
accompaniment — gently  clapped  or 
tapped. 

3.  The  rather  restricted,  con- 
tained feeling  of  the  three-note  mo- 
tive which  finally  breaks  free  a  bit 
in  measure  three,  winning  complete 
freedom  in  the  second  line.  Sugges- 
tion: Let  children  hold  their  hands 
palms  together,  pretending  there  is 
an  elastic  band  holding  them.  They 
pretend  to  try  to  spread  hands 
apart  as  the  music  plays.  (You 
might  illustrate  with  a  real  rubber 
band.)  On  measure  five  the  bemd 
breaks,  and  the  hands  can  now 
keep  moving  apart  on  "teacher," 
returning  on  "loves  me,  too,"  clos- 
ing on  "tries  to  teach,"  rebounding 
slightly  on  "what  to  do." 

4.  The  D  E  F#  E  motive,  using 
conduit  bells  or  a  pre-taught  child 
sitting  with  the  accompanist.  Let 
them  play  the  pattern  each  time 
it  occurs,  singing  the  balance  of 
the  song  without  bells.  By  adding 
"A,"  the  entire  first  half  of  the 
song  can  be  played  on  bells —  D  E 
F#  A. 

— D.  Evan  Davis. 


SENIOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  HYMN  FOR 

however,  because  there  are  only 
four  stanzas  in  all,  and  because  of 
the  forward-looking,  triumphant 
nature  of  the  final  two  stanzas,  it 
is  desirable  that  they  all  be  sung 
when  possible. 

Because  the  range  of  the  melody 
may  seem  a  bit  extreme  for  low 
voices,  the  bass  and  tenor  parts 
can  be  sung  to  advantage  in  this 


THE  MONTH  OF  OCTOBER  {Concluded  from  page  300.) 

hymn.  Make  sure,  though,  that  done,  the  conductor  will  insure  by 
the  treble  voices  maintain  plenty  his  conducting  the  avoidance  of 
of  strength  through  the  long  notes 


in  order  to  support  the  undercur- 
rent of  rhythm  in  the  male  voices. 
Again,  the  secret  is  to  read  the 
hymn    aloud    intelligently    before 


such  errors  as  breaths  after  the 
words  "thou,"  "desire,"  and  worst 
of  all,  between  the  syllables  of  the 
word  "nations"!  Other  stanzas 
have  similar  pitfalls,  but  all  can  be 
avoided    by    thoughtful    advance 


presenting  it  to  the  congregation,     preparation  on  the  part  of  the  con 

tying  words  and  phrases  together     ductor  and  the  organist. 

which  belong  together.  If  this  is  — Ralph  Woodward. 
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REPROOF  WITH  LOVE 


HISTORY  TEACHER:  ONE  LESSON  LASTED  LONGER. 


Tonight  I  have  been  leafing 
through  my  junior  high  school 
yearbook. 

It  goes  back  more  years  than  I 
would  like  to  count. 

The  little  volimie  has  a  light- 
blue  paper  cover,  with  gold  letter- 
ing. The  pages  measure  7^4  by 
10 1^  inches.  There  are  some  128 
of  them. 

Some  of  the  girls  pictured  are 
wearing  snug-fitting  hats  that 
reach  down  below  their  ears.  There 
are  boys  shown  in  old  bib-type 
overalls.  Near  the  front  of  the 
yearbook  is  a  picture  of  a  single- 
engine  airplane  with  an  open  cock- 
pit. The  headline:  "The  Spirit  of 
Progress."  The  caption  explains 
that  the  airplane,  when  photo- 
graphed, was  about  to  open  airmail 
service  between  our  city  and  Los 
Angeles. 

My  eyes  paused  long  over  the  two 
pages  carrying  portraits  of  the  fac- 
ulty. Near  the  top  of  one  page  is 
shown  a  woman  who  gave  me  the 
first  lessons  I  ever  received  in  his- 
tory. She  also  taught  me  another 
lesson  which  I  remember  even  bet- 
ter. 

She  was  a  rather  plain  woman. 

For  Course  8,  lesson  1  (September  6), 
Jesus  Our  Teacher";  for  Course  10,  lesson  5 
(October  4) ,  "The  Godhead— Learning  through 
Our  Experiences";  for  Course  27,  lesson  42 
(August  23),  "Living  Waters";  and  of  general 
interest. 


She  seemed  old  to  me  then,  but 
her  yearbook  portrait  looks  now  as 
though  she  was  about  35.  I  recall 
her  hair  was  sandy;  and  there 
were  traces  of  freckles  on  her  face 
and  hands.^ 

I  remember  about  the  time 
school  began  that  fall  I  was  tossed 
from  my  strawberry  roan  mare.  I 
entered  that  history  teacher's  class 
with  my  broken  arm  heavily  ban- 
daged. 

I  took  a  seat  in  the  rear  of  the 
class.  There  I  could  visit  with  other 
class  members  during  the  history 
discussions.  I  probably  would  not 
be  noticed  by  the  teacher.  After 
all,  I  was  awfully  small  for  my  age. 
Besides,  even  if  she  noticed  my 
classroom  disturbances,  no  teacher 
was  going  to  pick  on  a  boy  with  a 
broken  arm. 

My  plan  was  soon  exploded.  I 
recall  it  was  the  first  or  second  day 
of  my  activities  on  that  last  row. 
The  history  teacher  paused  in  the 
midst  of  a  lesson.  Her  strong  eyes 
focused  over  the  class  and  on  me. 
Decades  later  I  have  not  forgotten 
her  stem  words: 

"Yoimg  man,  you  with  your  arm 
in  the  cast,  you  march  right  up 
here  to  the  front  of  the  class." 

I  marched. 

Then  she  directed  me  to  a  seat 
and  desk  on  the  first  row,  imme- 
diately before  her. 

There  I  began  to  learn  history. 
She  taught  it  with  a  warmth  for 
those  men  and  women  who  had 
given  to  me  much  of  my  heritage  of 
liberty — of  freedom  to  pursue  hap- 
piness. She  taught  me  how  men 
established  law  and  order  in  our 

^Marie  Jensen. 


land,  and  what  their  courage  and 
sacrifice  mean  to  people  like  me. 
She  made  those  men  in  history 
come  alive — ^for  real. 

Sitting  at  that  teacher's  feet,  I 
learned  to  love  history.  It  became 
my  favorite  subject'  in  junior  high 
school,  in  high  school,  and  in  col- 
lege. History  has  continued  to 
fascinate  me  since.  As  I  write  this 
piece  in  our  humble  home  library, 
the  walls  are  lined  with  hundreds 
of  books.  Most  of  them  are  histor- 
ies or  biographies.  They  have  given 
me  many  a  feast,  those  accounts 
of  Paul  and  Pericles,  Moses  and 
Michelangelo,  lincoln  and  Lehi, 
Churchill  and  Chaucer,  and  of 
scores  of  others,  including  stalwarts 
of  the  restored  Church.  None  has 
been  enjoyed  more  than  those  on 
the  central  figure  of  all  history: 
Jesus  of  Nazareth. 

On  the  shelves  too  are  a  few  old 
school  yearbooks.  As  I  turned 
through  this  one  from  junior  high 
school,  my  eyes  paused  again  on 
the  page  at  the  rear  reserved  for 
autographs  of  favorite  friends.  At 
the  top  of  the  page  is  the  signature 
of  that  history  teacher. 

She  taught  me  imforgettably  of 
the  blessings  through  reproof  with 
love.  She  gave  me  a  lasting  lesson 
on  the  counsel  which  I  have  since 
read  from  the  Lord: 

"Reproving  betimes  with  sharp- 
ness, when  moved  upon  by  the 
Holy  Ghost;  and  then  showing 
forth  afterwards  an  increase  of 
love  toward  him  whom  thou  hast 
reproved,  lest  he  esteem  thee  to  be 
his  enemy."^ 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 


^Doctrine  and  Covenants  121:43. 
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